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Welcome Note from the Board of Dais 

 

Dear Delegates, 

We warmly welcome you to the 13th iteration of  Nanyang Technological University Model 

United Nations (NTUMUN) conference, held amidst the sprawling greens of NTU tucked 

away in the farthest corners of western Singapore.  

As members of the Security Council, you have been tasked with the gargantuan 

responsibility of preserving international peace and security -- as enshrined in Article 24 of 

the UN Charter.. Unlike other UN councils whose powers limit their resolutions to mere 

recommendations, any resolutions decided upon by the Security Council is actionable and 

legally binding. As a result, the Security Council deals with only the most pressing issues -- 

which, if left unresolved, would have the potential to spiral into a global crisis with far-

reaching consequences.  

The two topics we are debating in this conference definitely fulfil those criteria, and 

are thus deserving of the UNSC’s time. Given the urgency of the situation, we expect you to 

arrive at coherent and well-formulated draft resolutions keeping in mind that the policies you 

formulate will resound across not just the states whose futures you are impacting, but across 
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each of the countries you represent. The Security Council is the only UN body which is 

capable of authorising the use of force (by air, land, or sea) to maintain or restore 

international peace and security.  

As per Article 23 of the UN Charter, the Security Council is structured to comprise of 

fifteen Member nations, five of which are permanent members. Also known as the “P5”, this 

quintet of nations holds the “veto powers”. As a result, a single negative vote by any 

member(s) of the P5 is sufficient enough to block a Resolution from being passed. Delegates, 

especially those representing P5 countries are advised to consider the weightage of this 

responsibilities and the implications of their actions should they choose to invoke this power. 

Even if they do not have the ability to veto a resolution, the remaining ten members are 

equally important in shaping the course of debate and crafting solutions. 

We look forward to meeting each and every one of you at the conference, and hope 

to see three days of fruitful, engaging debate.  

 

The Dais  

United Nations Security Council 

NTUMUN 2019 
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Executive Board Biographies 

 

Head Chairperson: Sreya Sanyal  

After having graduated from Singapore Management University in June 2017, Sreya is 

currently working in the PR industry as a content associate, and is proud to be adulting full 

time. When she is not trying to churn out good content for her clients, she also moonlights 

as a Model UN Chair. This is her sixth NTUMUN conference, and apart from this, she has 

chaired conferences such as SMUN, YNCAP-MUN, YMA and Harvard WorldMUN. Sreya is 

far too old to be doing this, but MUN has become a labour of love for her. 2019 marks the 

seventh consecutive year that Sreya has been involved in a conference, and although she 

claims that every conference will “definitely be the last one, mark my words”, everyone knows 

she’s lying. In her non-existent free time, Sreya can be found rehearsing for a show or musical 

with the rest of her Singapore Repertory Theatre Young Company cohort members.  

 

Assistant Chairperson: Tan Yong Yi 

Yong Yi is currently in his final year at NUS High and is looking forward to bidding his mugger 

lifestyle goodbye come November. This will be his third year in the circuit, and since his first 

MUN in 2016, Yong Yi has been rotating through the roles of delegate, chair and secretariat 

at numerous conferences. If school was his day job, then MUN, as well as running his 
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school’s Chemistry Interest Group, would most likely be his night job which stretches 

sometimes to eerie hours in the night. This is the reason why Yong Yi has moved from 

sleeping to midnight naps, which he highly discourages anyone from pursuing. Apart from 

MUN, Yong Yi also enjoys baking very much, and views it as an escape from the 

insurmountable mountain of work which he faces almost daily. Hopefully, Yong Yi will start 

a bakeshop at the end of the year, which would be a sweet ending to his journey in both 

school and hopefully, MUN.  

 

Vice Chair: Leonardi Ryan Andika 

Leonardi is currently in his final year (4th year) of his study in Faculty of Economics and 

Business, Universitas Indonesia (FEB UI). Majoring in Accounting, he is currently working 

with his final thesis for graduation about Global Tax Evasion Prevention. He is also working 

as Assistant Lecturer in Department of Accounting FEB UI since June 2018. He loves to play 

table tennis and FIFA (or PES sometimes) during his free time. 

About his MUN credentials, he sometimes being called as “MUN Dino” in the local 

circuit. He participated in more than 30 conferences since 2016, not only in Indonesia but 

also in Europe, Malaysia and Australia. He joined as a delegate 13 times (did not get formal 

award only once, but he snatched Outstanding Delegate in the recent AMUNC in Sydney 

along with his delegation to snatch Best Delegation Award of AMUNC 2018), and chairing 

16 times (including Penang MUN 2018, Taylor MUN 2017, and European MUN 2018). He 



 
 
 

 
 
 6  

 

UNSC 
 

also actively involved in organizational activities(become the Secretary General of H!MUN 

2018, Head of Crisis Team Indonesia MUN 2018, Financial Controller of Universitas 

Indonesia MUN Club), and actively coaching his juniors (Head Coach for AMUNC 2019 and 

Malaysia National MUN 2018 Delegation, Coach for SMUN 2018 and EuropeanMUN 2018 

Delegation). Since UNSC NTUMUN 2018 will be his first time experience in the  Singapore 

MUN circuit, he is very excited to meet all the enthusiastic delegates there.  
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Decorum or Special Instructions 

 

The Security Council comprises of 15 voting members, 5 permanent and 10 rotating non 

permanent who are elected for a two year duration.  

Voting procedures in the Security Council closely resembles those followed by other 

committees of the General Assembly. A simple majority is required for all procedural votes, 

while two-thirds majority is required for substantive matters. 

The members of the P5 have the power to block the passing of a resolution by 

invoking their “Veto” powers. However, this special power is only limited to the final vote on 

a Resolution, and may not be used during other times. A single negative vote from a P5 

member  is all it takes to fail a Resolution.  

The Security Council is the only committee who may end resolutions with the 

following phrase: “decides to remain seized of the matter”. Only UNSC resolutions may use 

legally binding clauses
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Topic 1: Peace Making in the South Sudan Civil War 

 

Overview 

In a continent rife with conflict, the South Sudan Civil War stands out as the continuation to 

the longest-running civil war in the region. As of September 2018, at least 380,000 people 

have lost their lives in the bloody conflict, with half of them killed under gunfire from the 

ethnic conflict, and the other half dying from diseases, hunger or other conflict-exacerbated 

factors1. Furthermore, approximately 4 million South Sudanese are internally displaced or 

have become refugees as their homes were ravaged by the vicious fighting between various 

militias in the country2. This tragic state of affairs is due to the lamentable state of ethnic 

relations in the country, which was caused by political instability and infighting in the state’s 

administration. Such volatility in South Sudan’s public institutions followed her secession 

from Sudan after a successive independence referendum vote in January 20113.  

The conflict was born out of a political rivalry between South Sudan’s President, Salva 

Kiir Mayardit, and then Vice-President, Riek Machar, in 20134. This escalated into a military 

                                                           
1 Le Quach, B. S. "Estimates of crisis-attributable mortality in South Sudan, December 2013-April 2018." (2018). 

2 Mukhtar, Huda, and Hisham Mohamed Hassan. "Demographic Transition and Economic Implications in Sudan." 
(2018). 

3 Idris, Amir. "Unpacking South Sudan’s political violence: history, identity, and citizenship." In South Sudan, pp. 17-
34. Routledge, 2018. 

4 Johnson, Douglas H. "Briefing: the crisis in South Sudan." African Affairs 113, no. 451 (2014): 300-309. 
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engagement as President Kiir ordered the national army, or the Sudan People’s Liberation 

Army (SPLA), to crack down on an alleged coup led by Machar5. Sudan and South Sudan’s 

history of ethnic tensions further inflamed the conflict6, as Salva Kiir and Riek Machar’s 

ethnicities as Dinka and Nuer respectively, gave basis for distrust and polarisation between 

these two ethnic groups, which were also the largest in the country. 

The civil war has seen a multitude of atrocities in varying extents being committed in 

the region, ranging from recruitment of child soldiers7 to gang rape8. In fact, ethnic cleansing 

is commonplace, with the 2014 Bentiu massacre being described as the “worst massacre” 

of the conflict by the Economist.9 In light of all these, the international response towards the 

conflict has been nothing short of vocal. Obama Barack, during his tenure as U.S. President, 

had described the situation as “urgent” in 201510, while Ban Ki-Moon, then Secretary-

General of the United Nations, had deemed it as a ”political crisis which requires a peaceful, 

                                                           
5 Ibid.  

6 Sundberg, Ralph, Kristine Eck, and Joakim Kreutz. "Introducing the UCDP non-state conflict dataset." Journal of 
peace research 49, no. 2 (2012): 351-362. 

7 Oktech, F. “Child Soldiers Still Being Recruited in South Sudan, UN Reports”. 2018. Bloomberg.com. Accessed 
December 10 2018. https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-07/child-soldiers-still-being-recruited-in-
south-sudan-un-reports.  

8 Tankink, Marian TA. "The silence of South-Sudanese women: social risks in talking about experiences of sexual 
violence." Culture, health & sexuality 15, no. 4 (2013): 391-403. 

9 "A New Depth Of Horror". 2018. The Economist. Accessed December 10 2018. 
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2014/04/26/a-new-depth-of-horror. 

10 Kosinski, Michelle. 2018. "Obama, African Leaders Meet To End South Sudan's War - Cnnpolitics". CNN. Accessed 
December 10 2018. https://edition.cnn.com/2015/07/27/politics/south-sudan-obama-ethiopia-
meeting/index.html.  

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-07/child-soldiers-still-being-recruited-in-south-sudan-un-reports
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-07/child-soldiers-still-being-recruited-in-south-sudan-un-reports
https://edition.cnn.com/2015/07/27/politics/south-sudan-obama-ethiopia-meeting/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2015/07/27/politics/south-sudan-obama-ethiopia-meeting/index.html
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political solution”11. Yet, for all the condemnation and concern which statesmen and 

organisations across the world have expressed for the conflict in South Sudan, the civil war 

showed no signs of abating. This was mainly due to the lack of determination from the 

stakeholders’ part to come to a proper compromise,as well as a lack of responsibility on the 

international community’s part to intervene and de-escalate the crisis through collective 

efforts. 

Will the South Sudan Civil War be just another testament to the predominant diffusion 

of responsibility in international affairs, and the deaths of her people hopeless martyrs to a 

history of conflict and instability? 

 

Definitions 

Civil War: Defined as “intrastate war” by Richard Jackson, where “ a variety of state-based 

and non-state groups engage in organised military conflict primarily in within the confines of 

a single state and employing mainly light and unconventional military strategies”12. 

Ceasefire: Defined as “suspension of acts of violence by military and paramilitary forces, 

usually resulting from the intervention of a third party”13. There is a categorical distinction 

                                                           
11 Kulish, N. "Political Fight In South Sudan Targets Civilians". 2018. Nytimes.Com. Accessed December 10 2018. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/25/world/africa/south-sudan-crisis.html?src=recg&_r=0. 

12 Jackson, Richard. “Towards an Understanding of Contemporary Intrastate War.” Government and Opposition 42, 
no. 1 (2007): 121–28. doi:10.1111/j.1477-7053.2007.00215_1.x. 

13 Bailey, Sydney D. "Cease-fires, truces, and armistices in the practice of the UN Security Council." American 
Journal of International Law71, no. 3 (1977): 461-473. 
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between a ceasefire, armistice and a peace treaty, all three of which have varying 

applications in the question discussed. 

Militia: Defined by Oxford Dictionary as a “military force that is raised from the civil population 

to supplement a regular army in an emergency”14, this definition builds upon the civic 

humanist model which espouses the Roman ideal of a civilian soldier15 

Ethnic Violence: Defined as “violence motivated by an ethnic division”16. Do take care to not 

conflate it with violence that merely erupts between ethnic group but not motivated by ethnic 

strife or conflict. 

   

Historical Timeline 

First and Second Sudanese Civil War 

The First Sudanese Civil War started in 1955, due to a misadministration of the then Sudan 

territories by the British colonialists. Before 1946, Sudan was separately administered as 

                                                           
14 "Militia | Definition Of Militia In English By Oxford Dictionaries". 2018. Oxford Dictionaries | English. 
Accessed December 29 2018. https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/militia. 

15 " Civic Humanism (Stanford Encyclopedia Of Philosophy) ". 2018. Plato.Stanford.Edu. Accessed December 
29 2018. https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/humanism-civic/. 

 

16 Brown, Michael E., and John Rex. The Ethnicity Reader: Nationalism, Multiculturalism, and Migration. 
Cambridge, UK: Polity, 1997. 80-100. Print. 
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North and South Sudan under a joint governing agreement with Egypt17. It is of particular 

importance that then, a religious divide had already existed in Sudan. Specifically, the 

northern regions consisted of majority Muslims, while the South consisted of primarily 

Christians and followers of traditional African religions such as Dinka and Nuer18. As far back 

as the 1900s, there was already a disparity between these two demographics, as marked by 

Britain’s decision to establish her administration in the northern capital of Khartoum19. By 

extension, the southern regions were deemed to be not worth the effort and time to develop, 

leading to significant underdevelopment in those regions as compared to the north20. This 

was the basis of the mutual distrust and contempt the Northerners and Southerners had for 

each other. However, the British government decided to administer the two distinct regions 

as one single territory as part of her general strategy in the Middle East21. This decision, 

which paid no heed to the religious and ethnic complexity in the region, would spark the 

eventual conflict. 

Then, in 1953, Britain decided to grant Sudan independence from colonial rule. This 

would further incite the fear the southern leaders had at the prospect of being subsumed by 

the larger North. The eventual constitution of an independent Sudan in 1956 had lacked two 

                                                           
17 Holt, Peter Malcolm, and Martin W. Daly. A history of the Sudan: from the coming of Islam to the present day. 
Routledge, 2014. 

18 Poggo, S. The First Sudanese Civil War: Africans, Arabs, and Israelis in the Southern Sudan, 1955-1972. Springer, 
2008. 

19 Ibid. 

20 Ibid. 

21 Ibid. 
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critical components; whether the country ought to be a secular or Islamic state, and the 

nature of her federal structure22. The southern leaders would forcefully demand the 

Government of Sudan, which was the Democratic Unionist Party led by Ismail al-Azhairi, to 

implement a federal system. Such a mode of governance would then grant the southerners 

the autonomy they so needed in order to avoid repression from the larger Muslim North. 

However, al-Azhari would renege on his promises to make Sudan a federation, and 

instead resorted to military and police oppression, along with ostensible negotiations, to 

control the southerners23. Such a policy backfired, as marked by the mutiny of the Equatorial 

Corps in Toriit, and then in Juba, Maridi and Yei24. The initially unorganised insurgency was 

easily squashed by the Sudanese Government, but would then slowly mature into a 

significant secessionist movement. Also known as the Anyanya Movement, they demanded 

independence of the southern regions from Sudan25. Eventually, a peace agreement would 

be signed by both the leaders of the Anyanya Movement, and the Government of Sudan, at 

Addis Ababa. The agreement granted the southerners a high degree of autonomy from the 

                                                           
22 Massoud, Mark Fathi. Law's Fragile State: Colonial, Authoritarian, and Humanitarian Legacies in Sudan. 
Cambridge University Press, 2013. 

23 O'Ballance, E. (2000). Sudan, civil war and terrorism, 1956-99. Springer. 

24 O'Ballance, E. The secret war in the Sudan, 1955-1972. Hamden, Conn.: Archon Books, 1977. 

25 Rolandsen, Øystein H. "The making of the Anya-Nya insurgency in the Southern Sudan, 1961–64." Journal of 
Eastern African Studies 5, no. 2 (2011): 211-232. 
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government, in exchange for remaining in Sudan and ending the armed conflict26. However, 

this would do little to the preservation of long term peace in the region. 

In 1983, then President of Sudan, Gaafar Nimeiry, had abrogated certain elements of 

the Addis Ababa accord, which stripped the southerners of some autonomy over their region. 

Amongst the most extreme policies included the implementation of Sharia law across the 

country, and the abolition of the South Sudan Autonomous Region27. In response, John 

Garang established a rebel group, the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), to fight 

the Nimeiry administration. The SPLA pushed for a “united Sudan” as Garang perceived that 

the pro-Islamic stance of the government was disintegrating the nation28. This conflict would 

continue on over the next two decades, which saw the creation of another rebel group, the 

South Sudanese Liberation Movement (SSLM)29, infighting and splintering of the SPLA30 and 

a bloodless coup31. Eventually, the rebels and the government acceded to peace talks and 

negotiations from 1997 onward, although mutual accusations of indiscriminate attacks and 

                                                           
26 Baas, Saskia. From Civilians to Soldiers and from Soldiers to Civilians: Mobilization and Demobilization in Sudan. 
Amsterdam University Press, 2012. 

27 DeRouen, Karl R., and Uk Heo, eds. Civil wars of the world: major conflicts since World War II. Vol. 1. ABC-CLIO, 
2007. 

28 Young, John. "John Garang's legacy to the peace process, the SPLM/A & the south." Review of African Political 
Economy 32, no. 106 (2005): 535-548. 

29 LeRiche, M. and Arnold, M., 2013. South Sudan: from revolution to independence. Oxford University Press (UK). 

30 Ibid. 

31 Ibid. 
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adversarial sentiments would stall the process until January 200532. Finally, the 

Comprehensive Peace Agreement was signed in Nairobi by both parties, which essentially 

granted South Sudan self-governance for 6 years and laid down the path to independence 

six years on33. 

 

South Sudan Independence 

As per the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement, the referendum on whether the southern 

regions of Sudan will secede from the state to form South Sudan was proceeded with in  

2011. A total of more than 3.8 million votes casted in the ballots meant that the referendum 

saw close to 98% voter turnout, with 98.83% of registered voters voting for secession34. The 

majority vote for secession was hence unequivocal and strong, with Sudan being the first 

country to recognise the independence of South Sudan following the release of result35. Yet, 

the breakage of an underdeveloped South Sudan rife with ethnic tensions would spell trouble 

for the country’s administration in the next few years. 

 

                                                           
32 Johnson, Hilde F. Waging peace in Sudan: The inside story of the negotiations that ended Africa's longest civil 
war. Apollo Books, 2011. 

33 Johnson, Douglas H. "New Sudan or South Sudan? The multiple meanings of self-determination in Sudan's 
comprehensive peace agreement." Civil Wars 15, no. 2 (2013): 141-156. 

34 "South Sudan Votes For Secession". 2018. BBC News. Accessed December 12 2018. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
africa-12317927. 

35 Ibid. 
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Interim Period 

Kiir Administration 

The South Sudanese government to succeed the administration in Khartoum was headed 

by the leader of the SPLA, Salva Kiir Mayardit. The administration sprang off from an 

optimistic start, as President Kiir promised to combat the abuses of human rights by military 

and the police in the country36 as well as having granted amnesty to the South Sudanese 

who have fought as rebels previously in the two civil wars37. Yet, Kiir’s presidency would soon 

devolve into a state of corruption and gross misgovernance, as Kiir steadily relied on a “big 

tent” policy under the pretext of reforms38. Under this policy, Kiir would provide monetary 

incentives to hush his subordinates in government and the military so as to push his agenda 

forward. This was deemed necessary by Kiir due to the extent of disharmony within the army 

and administration, as both institutions comprised of staff hailing from diverse ethnicities 

native to South Sudan39. As a result, Kiir nurtured a culture of kleptocracy in the government, 

eventually admitting that $4 billion had been stolen from the government’s coffers by corrupt 

                                                           
36 "Salva Kiir Warns Armed South Sudan Forces Over Human Rights Abuse". 2011. Oyetimes.Com. Accessed December 12 2018. 
http://www.oyetimes.com/news/africa/12875-salva-kiir-warns-armed-south-sudan-forces-over-human-rights-abuse.  

37 "Salva Kiir Takes Oath, Grants Amnesty To Rebels - Sudan Tribune: Plural News And Views On Sudan". 2011. 
Sudantribune.Com. Accessed December 12 2018. http://www.sudantribune.com/Salva-Kiir-takes-oath-grants  

38 DeWaal, Alex. 2018. "South Sudan’S Corrupt Elite Have Driven A Debt-Free And Oil-Rich Country To Ruin | Reinventing 
Peace". Sites.Tufts.Edu. Accessed December 12 2018. https://sites.tufts.edu/reinventingpeace/2016/07/15/conflict-south-
sudans-corrupt-elite-have-driven-a-debt-free-and-oil-rich-country-to-ruin/. 

39 Ibid. 

http://www.oyetimes.com/news/africa/12875-salva-kiir-warns-armed-south-sudan-forces-over-human-rights-abuse
http://www.sudantribune.com/Salva-Kiir-takes-oath-grants
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officials in 2012.40 This was further aggravated by the country’s poor economy. The sluggish 

economy of South Sudan has its roots ever since after independence, despite the rich oil 

deposits of the country. It is worth noting that even though more than 70% of oil deposits are 

found in South Sudan, the pro-North policies of Khartoum and the colonial British had 

caused most oil pipelines to be constructed northwards41. As a result, South Sudan was 

caught in a squabble with Sudan shortly after independence, as both parties failed to agree 

on how oil revenues ought to be split. In response, South Sudan would shut down  her oil 

production, which severely crippled her economy42. By the time oil production was restarted, 

the economy was in poor shape and exacerbated by the kleptocratic nature of Kiir’s 

administration. The pro-North policies of the past also established that South Sudan had a 

severely underdeveloped administration capacity and weakened public institutions, which led 

to an absence of rule of law and inefficient public administration from the beginning43. All of 

these would be compounding factors that slowly built up into significant frustration at Kiir’s 

presidency. 

 

                                                           
40 "South Sudan Officials Have Stolen $4 Billion: President". 2012. U.S.. Accessed December 12 2018. 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-southsudan-corruption-idUSBRE8530QI20120604. 

41"South Sudan Votes For Secession". 2018. BBC News. Accessed December 12 2018. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-
12317927. 

42 "Happy Birthday South Sudan?". 2012. The Independent. Accessed December 12 2018. 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/happy-birthday-south-sudan-7912244.html. 
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Machar’s Dismissal 

Soon, the frustration had reached a breaking point, with the vice-president of South Sudan, 

Riek Machar, openly criticising Kiir’s policies and ineffective governance. This situation was 

exacerbated when South Sudan’s coffers could no longer afford the “big tent” policy which 

Kiir had used to buy the loyalty of his officials44. Furthermore, other political competitions 

within the government elite also existed alongside Kiir and Machar’s rivalry45. This state of 

tensions would lead to the sacking of the entire cabinet and Machar by Kiir in July 2013, 

amidst the power struggle46. This would spark a mutiny after he and many other ministers 

boycotted a National Liberation Council meeting in December, where many armed clashes 

would occur in the capital, Juba, and other towns47. Soon, a formal rebellion began under 

Machar’s direction as the Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement-In Opposition (SPLM-

IO) materialised.  

 

South Sudanese Civil War 
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Genesis of War 

The war is deemed to have started on the 15th December, 2015, when Riek Machar and 

other opposition leaders boycotted the National Liberation Council meeting. This was soon 

followed by a nationally televised broadcast of Salva Kiir in military uniform that a coup in 

Juba was successfully squashed48. He explicitly accused Riek Machar as well as Rebecca 

Nyanding, the widow of John Garang, as the leaders of the SPLM-IO, which supposedly led 

the failed coup. In that same month, mortar fire and rifle shootings were observed throughout 

the capital of Juba as soldiers started fighting with the government forces, as the American 

Embassy was quoted in having “reports of sporadic gunfire in parts of the city”49. Clearly, the 

genesis of war was largely owed to mutinies. 

The first mutiny significant to the civil war had occurred on 15 December 2013, the 

very same night of the National Liberation Council meeting boycott. After the failed meeting, 

a controversial account by then Minister for Higher Education, Peter Adwok, had claimed 

that Kiir directed Major General Marial Ciennoung to disarm the soldiers of the “Tiger 

Battalion”50. The orders were carried out, but as soon as it was completed, the Dinka soldiers 

were apparently rearmed after an officer in charge of the arms store had opened it for them. 

Adwok then asserted that “fistfighting” broke out after a Nuer soldier who passed by saw the 

                                                           
48 "President Says A Coup Failed In South Sudan". 2018. Nytimes.Com. Accessed December 15 2018. 
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situation and questioned the Dinka soldiers51. This squabble would escalate as it attracted 

other soldiers and could not be brought to order by their commanding officers.  

Soon, the Nuer soldiers raided the weapons store and would take control of the 

Presidential Guards military headquarters. The mutineers were then dislodged the next day 

when SPLA reinforcements arrived, forcing their surrender. This mutiny was a violent 

standoff between the Nuer community and the government army, which was multi-ethnic. 

Yet, subsequently, media reports in South Sudan would politicise the issue as an ethnic 

conflict between the Dinka and Nuer tribes52. This was especially leveraged upon by Kiir to 

assert that the Nuer soldiers had mutinied under Machar’s direction. The fears of the Nuer 

communities of being oppressed were not allayed by the NLC nor by the government, which 

caused Dinka-Nuer relations to deteriorate. Following which, it was reported that tanks had 

stormed into the Machar household, killing more than a dozen Nuer guards53.  

This was the start of a supposedly “organised” killing of hundreds of Nuer in South 

Sudan by government forces54. In response, multiple mutinies by the Nuer would occur as 

well, which were led by Peter Gadet, and eventually coalesced to form another rebel faction, 
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52 Ibid. 

53 "Who’S To Blame In South Sudan?". 2016. Boston Review. Accessed December 15 2018. 
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the South Sudan Liberation Army (SSLA)55. In the midst of conflict, a reported 45,000 people 

were seeking shelter in the various bases of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan 

(UNMISS) to obtain protection from the armed conflict56. Hence, it is clear that the civil war’s 

ethnic tensions had germinated from the very beginning as such tensions were deliberately 

politicised by both parties. These mutinies would go on to catalyse the formation of various 

rebel factions, such as the aforementioned SPLM-IO and SSLA. 

Mutiny and Rebellion 

Soon, fighting had commenced throughout the country. Gadet would be successful in 

capturing the town of Bor initially, although he was met with constant aerial bombardment 

by Ugandan aircraft. An extraordinary meeting of the Intergovernmental Authority on 

Development(IGAD) was also held on 27th December 2013, where the summit saw a 

communique passed that condemned the rebel forces whilst endorsing Uganda’s military 

support for Kiir’s administration57. By the start of 2014, the Nuer White Army, which was an 

armed militant group consisting mostly of youths, would be established as well58.  

                                                           
55 "Profile: South Sudan Army Defector Peter Gadet". 2018. BBC News. Accessed December 15 2018. 
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Smallarmssurveysudan.Org. Accessed December 17 2018. http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/working-
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Gadet’s SSLA and the Nuer White Army were the initial significant belligerents in the 

conflict against the SPLA, amongst the other smaller, independent mutinies which Nuer 

soldiers committed in response to ethnically-motivated killings conducted by the Dinka. The 

town of Bor, previously captured by the SSLA, was freed from Gadet’s control midway 

through January, which saw temporary respite for the citizens as they could return back to 

their homes after seeking refuge at UNMISS bases59. Soldiers from the government forces 

would defect over to the rebellion several times over, which resulted in a messy state of 

affairs as small towns were captured by the rebellion and recaptured by the government over 

January alone. Essentially, a stalemate had resulted, which was the basis of the Cessation 

of Hostilities (CoH) signed on 24 January 2014.60 

 

2014 Peace Talks 

The CoH agreements signed at Addis Ababa in January 2014 was the first landmark peace 

agreement in the civil war. By then, around 468,000 civilians were internally displaced, with 

more than 80,000 of them having fled to neighbouring countries, mostly Uganda.61 The peace 

negotiations between Machar and Kiir had begun three weeks before the signing of the 

agreement, which was mediated by IGAD. The CoH had set out to immediately freeze all 

                                                           
59 "Gadet Forces Withdraw From Wreckage Of Bor". 2018. Radio Tamazuj. Accessed December 17 2018. 
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/gadet-forces-withdraw-from-wreckage-of-bor. 

60 "Ban, Security Council Welcome South Sudan Cessation Of Hostilities Agreement". 2014. UNMISS. Accessed December 17 
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military activity in the region as well as initiate the progressive withdrawal of armed forces62. 

Humanitarian access was also to be opened in South Sudan as well, in light of damning 

reports by human rights monitors worldwide63. Most importantly, the CoH had also set out 

the Monitoring and Verification Mechanism (MVM), which would be responsible for holding 

the Government and rebels accountable to the CoH64. However, this truce would not last as 

since the very day it was signed, both sides would accuse the other of breaking the terms of 

the CoH. This situation could not be remedied as the MVM was not even coordinated for 

and implemented yet, since the CoH had barely come into force for a month65. The SPLA 

would then recapture the hometown of Machar on the 1st February in what was deemed the 

first known significant violations of the CoH66. The second round of peace talks in Addis 

Ababa due in 5th February was rejected by various rebel commanders as they had perceived 

the Kiir administration to be untrustworthy and had reportedly asserted that they “cannot 

make a deal with someone who has massacred his own citizens”67. As a result, the CoH 
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would slowly fade into obsolescence as both parties re-engaged themselves in the conflict68. 

The Machar-led SPLM-IO would be formally established as a network of rebel fighters and 

smaller militant factions on 10th February, marking a significant development in the conflict. 

 

2015 Compromise Peace Agreement 

After the CoH breakdown, fighting continued in South Sudan, with borders of territories 

captured by the government and opposition being constantly shifting. However, in January 

2015, the IGAD+ had managed to secure rounds of negotiations between the government 

and opposition, amidst the fighting69. This was possible due to China’s Foreign Minister, 

Wang Yi’s, efforts to engage the parties for pledges towards acceleration of the peace 

process ahead of the IGAD summit later in the same month70. By the start of February, a 

signing of a document which established the commitments of both parties towards a peace 

process by the 20 March 2014, as well as re-activation of the 2014 CoH was done in Ethiopia, 

jointly attended by Machar and Kiir71.  

                                                           
68 Fresh clashes break out in S Sudan. 2018. Aljazeera.com. Accessed December 17 2018. 
https://www.aljazeera.com/humanrights/2014/05/fresh-clashes-break-out-s-sudan-2014512122024702974.html  

69 "The South Sudan Peace Process: Prospects For 2015 - African Arguments". 2015. African Arguments. Accessed December 18 
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However, the recapture of a rebel-held town, Leer, which was also Machar’s 

hometown, had made the rebels cast suspicion over whether the new agreement would be 

a replay of the CoH72, and had boycotted the second round of negotiations on top of 

demanding the release of political prisoners. The unrestrained conflict in the region would 

slow the peace negotiations to a halt, and ran close to two months past the stipulated 

deadline of 20 March. In the process, a horrible massacre would occur in Bentiu, as after the 

Nuer rebels had occupy the area, they proceeded to kill close to 200 Dinkas73. Most of these 

civilians were found to be hiding in public infrastructure, including a mosque, hospital and 

church. The massacre was noted by The Economist to be the “worst massacre” in the entire 

conflict, due to the unnecessary civilian casualties and infringement upon just war principles 

by the Nuer rebels74. 

Finally on 9 May 2014, Kiir and Machar completed the peace process set out at the 

start of the year75. This agreement would re-commit the parties to the CoH established at 

the start of the year, establishing humanitarian access, and a safe window for farmers to 

plant their crops. Yet, again, both sides would accuse the other of violating said agreement 
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in less than 24 hours76. The remaining half of the year would see the same process repeating 

itself. In February 2015, both parties would sign a new form of document, the “Areas of 

Agreement”, which essentially outlined their aligned interests and vision for a transitional 

unity government in the future. A ceasefire deal was involved in the package as well, yet both 

parties, unsurprisingly, failed to uphold the deal and power-sharing initiatives broke down. In 

March the same year, both parties attempted to re-commit themselves to a power-sharing 

agreement as the deadline by the United Nations for such a process was upon them77. Their 

recurrent failure in doing so resulted in sanctions by the international community on the top 

commanders of both parties78.  

It was not until the May of 2015 that Comprehensive Peace Agreement was signed 

under the auspices of the IGAD+79. This proved to be a more significant development as the 

deal managed to secure Machar vice-presidency in Kiir’s administration80. As a result, 

Machar’s troops were to return to Juba and become a part of the SPLA once again. 

Furthermore, the agreement also eliminated external factors of conflict, by mainly requiring 
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Ugandan troops to withdraw from the area81. The CPA also established a Joint Monitoring 

and Evaluation Commission to ensure every party was upholding their end of the deal, similar 

to the MVM of the 2014 CoH. This peace would carry on till 2016, although fightings would 

sporadically erupt in the region. 

 

Juba and Wau Clashes 

In October 2015, Kiir announced a restructuring of the state borders in South Sudan, which 

resulted in an increase in the number of states from 15 to 28. It was highly suspected that 

the plan was done without careful consideration, as there were many changes in what the 

proposed number of states would be, until Kiir himself publicly announced it to be 2882. Kiir 

implemented such a policy following the swearing-in of many officials and ministers that 

were loyal to him. Hence, a popular analysis suggested that Kiir restructured the states so 

as to appoint more officials who were loyal to him into positions of power83. This had two 

major implications.  

Firstly, it backtracked on the promise of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed 

earlier in the year, which stated that there would be a transitional unity government consisting 
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of only 10 states84. This was a sign of insult and bad faith to the SPLM-IO as it meant that 

if the Kiir administration could violate one of the terms in the CPA, violating other terms was 

highly possible as well.  

Secondly, this also imperiled the government’s relationship with the third largest 

ethnic majority in the country, the Shilluks. A Dinka-controlled administration in all states not 

only implied oppression of the Nuers, but of the Shilluks as well. The Shilluk grievances had 

extended all the way back to the Second Sudanese Civil War, where the Dinka, in the chaos 

of conflict, occupied Shilluk territory and had claimed it for themselves85. Furthermore in 

2010, the SPLA’s disarmament campaign had killed and injured many of their brethren86. 

Hence, this restructuring policy was another sign of significant bad faith to the Shilluk, as 

they feared oppression by the Dinka administration once more. 

This policy would inflame tensions between the Kiir administration, and the other 

ethnic groups. As a result, the rebel factions which were organised on an ethnic basis were 

formed, while the opposition of the SPLM-IO was galvanised further. The Shilluks had 

organised themselves into the Tiger Faction New Forces, the Azanye had formed the Arrow 

Boys.87, while the Lotuko people would band together as the South Sudan Democratic 
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Federal Party (SSDFP). It is worth noting that a few of such local rebel factions had sworn 

loyalty to the SPLM-IO, however. Clashes would then erupt between such rebels, in this case 

the Fertit locals, and the SPLA in the state of Wau since June 201688. This largely began due 

to the initial tension caused by active conflict between SPLA and SPLM-IO since 2015, with 

one of the consequences being increased SPLA presence in the area89. As a result, the locals 

started having perceptions of oppression and maltreatment by the SPLA troops stationed in 

Wau, which crystallised into the aforementioned rebel groups90. Meanwhile, in the state of 

Juba, Machar and Kiir were originally due for a meeting on the 8 July for further peace 

negotiations. However, a small armed tussle between the two leaders’ bodyguards would 

escalate into an armed conflict which engulfed the entire state for the next 3 days91. The 

aftermath of the fighting saw close to 300 lives lost92 as well as approximately 36,000 civilians 

being internally displaced93. These continued waves of violence would put the previous CPA 

on a precarious ledge, as conflict would resurge throughout South Sudan. 
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2018 Peace Talks 

Following the violent clashes in the Juba State in 2016, the African Union had proposed and 

decided upon launching a regional force into South Sudan with a stronger mandate, in 

addition to the 12,000 strong United Nations peacekeeping garrison already present there94. 

Although such a move had previously quashed the M23 rebel faction in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, both Kiir and Machar had rejected the United Nations-backed 

proposal in light of upcoming peace talks95. Yet, the fighting would continue in South Sudan, 

with the conflict spreading along the Upper Nile State and even spilling into the relatively 

peaceful Equatoria96. Furthermore, the conflict complicates following the various splits in both 

the rebel factions and the government. In the SPLM-IO, a split occurred following the 

aftermath of the Juba clashes, as despite Machar’s boycott of Kiir’s invitation to negotiations, 

the SPLM-IO had sent Taban Deng Gai to negotiate on their behalf97. Machar had claimed 

to fire Taban Deng at that moment in time. The disparity in the SPLM-IO was obvious when 

Kiir had apparently sought to negotiate with Taban Deng instead of Machar as he was more 
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amicable, which was a sign of bad faith on the SPLA’s part98. Furthermore, the Kiir 

administration would provide amnesty for any rebels which came over to the government 

side. The consequence of this was a split in SPLM-IO into camps which supported Machar 

and Taban Deng, with the latter camp mostly defecting to the government. In Kiir’s 

administration, lines started to crack amongst the Dinka elite, as there was a clash between 

Kiir’s Warrap Dinka and Paul Malong Awan’s, who was the SPLA army chief, Aweil Dinka. 

Paul Malong Awan was an unpopular character within the administration itself, with many 

officials having resigned in protest against his supposed ethnically-motivated killings of non-

Dinkas as well as engaging in cronyism with some of the officials in his cadre.99 The feud 

had started after Kiir suspected Paul of stirring a rebellion, where he promptly sacked the 

army chief and had replaced him with James Ajongo Mawut100. Awan would then exit the 

administration with a significantly large band of soldiers loyal to him, and established a rebel 

faction deemed the South Sudan United Front (SS-UF) to push for federalism apparently. 

Much territory would be lost during this time by the Kiir administration to the various rebel 

factions, which had banded together in March 2018 to form the South Sudan Opposition 

Alliance (SSOA), further destabilising the country. 
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It was only in July 2018 that the Kir administration decided to try their hand at a peace 

again with the rebels. This followed the successful passing of an arms embargo by the United 

States in the Security Council through Resolution 2428, and a worrying economic situation 

in the country101. The ceasefires signed would also see a transitional unity government last 

for 36 weeks before the general elections were held. However, merely hours after this was 

declared, the ceasefire would be broken by fresh conflict in the Wau state102. This time, 

however, the negotiations continued and resulted in a power-sharing agreement between 

the 5 political leaders in conflict, including Machar, Kiir and SSOA leaders103. As of now, the 

peace has been relatively sustained with peace negotiations ongoing, although many remain 

sceptical of whether the eventual deal would last.   

 

Key Issues 

Post-independence instability 

Corrupt administration 

The Kiir administration which took control right after the 2011 secession proved to be one of 

the biggest kleptocracies of the 21st century. In fact, in 2014, it was listed as the 5th most 
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corrupt country in the world, according to the Transparency International’s Annual Corruption 

Perceptions Index (CPI)104. This systemic level of corruption is caused fundamentally by both 

the infancy of anti-corruption mechanisms and the cronyism fuelled by Kiir’s “big tent policy”. 

As mentioned previously, the “big tent policy” was Kiir’s way of obtaining and 

maintaining the loyalty of ministers and military commanders, as well as neutralising any 

effective opposition. Using government coffers, Kiir would indulge his cronies with monetary 

rewards, and this was unsustainable given South Sudan’s economic weakness, which will 

be covered more after. The extent of corruption in the administration was massive, and 

included election fraud, embezzlement and corrupt law enforcement institutions. In the 2010 

elections, election observers from the United Nations, European Union and other 

organisations had noticed rampant instances of ballot-box stuffing, voter intimidation and 

even imprisonment of political rivals105. In terms of the industries and business, the public 

administration was corrupt such that ease of doing business was greatly enhanced if bribes 

were paid to officials106. Furthermore, South Sudan’s sole economic lifeline, her oil industry, 

is plagued with corruption as well. Oil deals were brokered without bidding, and the 
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mismanagement and obscurity of oil revenue were fundamental problems with South 

Sudan’s oil sector107.  

As a result, the civil war’s roots can be partly founded on the rampant nature of 

corruption, as socio-political power was free for the taking. This resulted in political and 

ethnic leaders either waging conflict to re-negotiate such socio-political power, or utilising 

the narrative of government corruption to stoke dissent against the Kiir Administration. 

 

Economic weakness 

South Sudan’s economy primary lifeline was her rich oil reserves , and following a lack of 

diversification, her economy is reliant on this sector. However, corruption in the 

administration as well as new tensions erupting between Sudan and South Sudan over oil 

agreements had severely crippled South Sudan’s economy following their secession  in 2011. 

Due to constant conflict from the civil war, economic and infrastructure development has 

been largely undermined, causing GDP to drop from $1,111 in 2014 to less than $200 in 

2014108. This constant faltering of the economy is exacerbated by the lack of economic 

diversification, as South Sudan’s economy is both metaphorically and literally fuelled by her 

oil reserves. In fact, South Sudan is the most oil-dependent country in the world, with oil 
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making up almost all of her exports and 60% of her GDP109. If not for the oil sector, the South 

Sudanese can only make a living from agriculture. The aforementioned sector is faltering as 

of recent due to the widespread violence caused by the civil war, which makes farming and 

pastoralism unconducive. South Sudan currently relies on food imports from neighbouring 

countries such as Uganda in order to make up for the reduction in agricultural productivity 

in recent years110.  

It is worth paying attention to the regrettable situation which South Sudan’s oil 

industry has found itself in. Prior to secession, Sudan’s oil reserves were mostly found in the 

southern blocks of the country. It is through sheer geopolitical destiny that following the 

independence referendum, South Sudan would receive more than 70% of oil reserves 

although the pro-North policies of the British colonial and Khartoum administrations would 

see the oil pipelines being constructed northwards. Nonetheless, South Sudan was in an 

ideal economic position for growth as these oil reserves could have been used to generate 

revenue for infrastructure development. However, these oilfields would become the source 

of corruption, as explained in the previous section, as well as leading to the eventual dispute 

between Sudan. The dispute would see the shutdown of oil production from South Sudan in 

2011, and the closure of oil pipelines in Sudan in 2012111. Both countries suffered fatal 
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economic downturns as a result. However, how the oil fields directly link to the civil war would 

be that they are strategic territories which rebel groups and the government would fight 

violently for. For instance, the government had dispatched SPLA troops and armoured 

vehicles to an oil hub in Bentiu to retake it from the rebels in May 2014112. Capturing these 

oilfields are strategic for the rebels, especially for Machar’s SPLM-IO, as South Sudan’s 

economy is heavily reliant on oil exports. Thus, denying the state of oil revenue would result 

in Kiir being unable to run his government, especially with respect to financing the SPLA and 

his “big tent policy”113. An additional note to take on the oilfields would be the lack of 

transparency towards the sector, there have been accusations of the Kiir Administration and 

of the Sudanese government using these funds to finance terrorist groups to fight in the 

region114.  

Clearly, the economic failure of South Sudan has led to dissatisfaction and dissent 

amongst the populace, which further galvanised the formation of rebel groups. Furthermore, 

the lucrative nature of the oilfields have become key areas of conflict between the rebels and 

the government which seek to control them. 
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Ethnic conflict 

Ethnic Background of South Sudan 

Like most other countries in Africa, South Sudan enjoys a large diversity in ethnic groups. 

Yet, this diversity would not be celebrated, but instead politicised for gain and to create 

division in the South Sudanese people. South Sudan has an estimated 64 ethnicities over 

the 28 states which Kiir had carved out, with the main ethnic group being the Dinka who 

constitute around 35% of the South Sudanese population. If one were to consider further 

groupings within each ethnicity due to the variety of dialects spoken and the enclaves which 

some communities have come to occupy en masse, it is safe to say that South Sudan is 

home to at least 80 such distinct groups.  

These groups are clearly divided by ethnic lines in terms of geography, as no significant 

ethnic mixing is observed. In fact, tribalism is a compelling argument to explain the heat of 

ethnic tensions in the region. A relevant definition by Barth termed tribalism to be the 

“construction of social boundaries - as self-ascription and ascription by others”115. This is 

seen in South Sudan both geographically and socially, as for the former point, the different 

tribes had arranged themselves into distinct enclaves throughout the country116. For the latter 
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point, there were not only language barriers between and within ethnic groups, but also the 

fact that they had different experiences in the same country. Different ethnic groups had 

varying access to state benefits, infrastructure, education, and different ethnic groups also 

told a different narrative with respect to their experience in the two Sudanese Civil Wars117. 

It is, hence, this lack of a shared national narrative as well as socioeconomic disparity that 

caused relations between the ethnic groups to sour and ultimately, erupt into conflict 

following the advent of the war. 

 

Historic Conflict 

Some of the ethnic conflicts in South Sudan go all the way back to the First and Second 

Sudanese Civil Wars. It is important to note that in the past, ethnic conflicts were not as 

pronounced as it is currently due to the presence of a unifying South Sudanese narrative, 

which is free themselves from the oppression of the Khartoum administration. However, the 

cooperation between the ethnic groups during these two wars was not perfectly amicable, 

with the various disagreements which occurred during the two civil wars were buried to 

defeat the common enemy. These contentions would only  surface once the common enemy 

had disappeared after South Sudan’s secession.  

The most important rivalry was that between the Dinka and the Nuer. As explained 

previously,  there were already fomenting tensions between the two groups in the Second 
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Sudanese Civil War. Riek Machar, through the Nasir Declaration, had formed a breakaway 

faction from the SPLM in 1991, in a bid to wrangle power away from John Garang. This was 

largely founded on the ideological difference between the Nuer and the Dinka, as each 

ethnicity desired an endgame that was opposed to the other. The Dinka had desired for a 

united Sudan where all people were treated equal, while the Nuer desired South Sudan to 

be her own sovereign state and free from the Khartoum administration118. The Nasir 

Declaration would also see Machar heavily condemning Garang as a dictator and a flagrant 

violator of human rights119. Subsequently, Machar would order his army, then known as the 

SPLM-Nasir following the breakaway, to commit the Bor massacres. Close to 2,000 civilians 

died and a few thousand injured over the two months as the SPLM-Nasir gunned down 

suspected Dinka120. This would remain as a significant sore point between the Dinka and 

Nuer ever since. 

The Dinka and Murle also shared a rivalry that dated back to the First Sudanese Civil 

War. The Murle tribe was especially funded by the Khartoum administration to fight the 

SPLM then as the Murle were traditional enemies of the Dinka and Nuer. Following the civil 

war, most of the the remaining Murle people would flee to North Sudan in order to escape 
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the seemingly apparent oppression by the Dinka and Nuer rebels who had emerged 

victorious121.  

After the first two Sudanese Civil Wars and entering the twenty-first century, the 

ethnic conflicts in South Sudan were largely alluded to nomadic conflicts. Such conflicts was 

especially pronounced between the Lou Nuer and the Murle, the two groups which were 

founded on a pastoralist lifestyle. The lack of resources in South Sudan meant that the 

pastoralists who reared cattle had to fight for grazing spots. Cattle were looked upon as 

sustenance and an indicator of wealth, and it was said that 20 cattle were required for a 

bride’s dowry. Such conventions and the dire economic situation encouraged cattle-raiding, 

where men armed with machetes and sticks would raid and loot a village, and even abducted 

children and raped the village women. The Murle were accused heavily of the latter as it was 

believed they did so to increase their numbers as a minority. This conflict has seen at least 

5,000 dead since 2011 and tens of thousands displaced, as entire villages were razed to the 

ground in these cattle raids. Currently, the cattle raids have transformed into bloodlier 

conflicts as the influx of arms had allowed young men to easily take up weapons and commit 

even greater violence.  

 

Inter-ethnic and Intra-ethnic Conflict 
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In the context of the South Sudanese Civil War, ethnic tensions have existed not just between 

the ethnic groups, but within ethnic groups as well. Recalling the fact that the bigger ethnic 

groups are also further split along geographical and linguistic lines, infighting then occurs 

between such sub-groups due to power struggles. One of the major lines of conflict would 

be that between the Dinka and the Nuer, which as previously discussed, dates back to the 

Second Sudanese Civil War. After the secession of South Sudan, the rise of Salva Kiir to the 

presidency saw the Dinka majority enjoying a relatively better socioeconomic position as 

many of them were appointed to high offices by Kiir personally122. This led to a perception of 

political exclusion by the Nuer as well as a stripping away of their interests in the 

administration. As a result, Machar could easily rally the Nuer along ethnic lines under the 

narrative that they were being oppressed by the Dinka123. This proved fatal when Kiir himself 

accused Machar and his allies of attempting a coup, subsequently launching pogroms onto 

the Nuer people in December 2013124. The rest of the war would only further highlight the 

high animosity between the two tribes. 

Meanwhile, intra-ethnic tensions would foment within the larger ethnic groups 

themselves.Within the Dinka, the Aweil Dinka, led by Paul Malong Awan, were fighting with 

the Warrap Dinka, led by Salva Kiir. As discussed previously, Awan had accused the latter of 

                                                           
122 In the eye of the storm: An analysis of internal conflict in South Sudan’s Jonglei State 2014. 
Assets.Publishing.Service.Gov.Uk. Accessed December 28 2018. 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/57a089e3e5274a31e00002f4/SLRC_WP11.pdf.  

123 Ibid. 

124 2018. Ugspace.Ug.Edu.Gh. Accessed December 28 2018. 
http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh/bitstream/handle/123456789/21923/The%20Civil%20War%20in%20South%20Sudan%20The%20Nuer
-Dinka%20Dynamic_July%202015.pdf?sequence=1. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/57a089e3e5274a31e00002f4/SLRC_WP11.pdf


 
 
 

 
 
 43 

UNSC 
 

 
 

bias and unwarranted killings in january 2018. Kiir would respond with a house arrest and a 

tape recording that allegedly made it seem that Awan was stoking a rebellion125. Awan 

himself would order his own militia group, the Mathiang Anyoor, to fight by him against the 

SPLM/A. Other such instances of Dinka infighting would be observed as dissertations of 

posts occurred frequently, and the inability of Kiir to maintain his “big tent policy”.  

 

Armed Militias 

Militia organisation  

Militia can be defined in many ways, however in the context of this civil war, it has come to 

mean a group of civilians who take up arms to form a non-professional fighting force during 

a time of need for the government126. This is important because a militia, by way of this 

definition, implies that the authority of such a militia is a legitimate government. Hence, each 

belligerent in the civil war had branded their troops as militias in contribution to a narrative 

that they are the appropriate governors of South Sudan.  

These militias are formed out of a cycle of violence, as the different ethnic groups 

engaged in cattle-raiding, revenge killings and at its worst, ethnic cleansing. The inability of 
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the government to protect the South Sudanese through a strong and credible judicial 

institution and law enforcement had was a compelling factor for civilians to take up arms 

and protect themselves127. Others were opportunists who used the chaotic situation in the 

local towns as a chance for looting and committing other crimes. In the end, these armed 

civilians would then organised according to ethnic divides, and then rallied by leaders into 

organised fighting groups128. These are collectively known as communal militias. One such 

example would be the Arrow Boys, which was a self-defence militia formed from the Azande 

youth, that rose out of a need to protect the village from opportunistic terrorists and the 

SPLM/A.129 The other form of militia would be the political militia, where such fighting forces 

are coordinated towards a certain political agenda. This is the main difference between the 

communal and political miltias130, as communal militias seek to only fulfil communal needs, 

which is mostly protection as well as revenge killings. Meanwhile, political militias are a 

means to a political end, such as to pressure the government into making policy changes, or 

to even topple the administration altogether.  
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Clearly, militias can be organised out of a communal or political agenda, both of which 

have very different implications for the conflict on the ground due to their disparate 

motivations and fighting capabilities. 

 

Access to Arms 

The unrestricted and easy access to arms in South Sudan is one of the driving forces of 

conflict in the country. These huge influx of arms are mainly bought with the oil revenue 

generated, with apparently more than half of such revenue being spent on security, which 

included arms purchases131. Furthermore, the Khartoum administration in Sudan engaged in 

arms exchanges with the various belligerents in South Sudan on frequent occasions, despite 

the 2005 United Nations arms embargo on Darfur. Nonetheless, Sudan, as well as other 

neighbouring countries, function as gateways for weapons imported from abroad. An 

extensive global supply chain has evolved from the demand for arms in South Sudan ever 

since the war had started, which has become a network that has reached to Europe, Asia 

and Africa132. Uganda was also complicit in the import of small arms into the region, as she 
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allegedly funnelled such arms from Romania,Bulgaria and Slovakia to the SPLM/A, owing to 

an alliance between the Ugandan president and Salva Kiir133.  

Independent tracing of such arms to determine the supply-value chains existent in 

the country have been conducted by both the United Nations and the Small Arms Survey134. 

This has alarmed producers and traffickers in the region, which have since sought to avoid 

detection through the removal of serial numbers and other such markers135. However, it is 

important to bear in mind that the major driving force for arms influxes into the country is a 

general lack of international will to execute a strict arms embargo in the region.  

 

 

 

 

Regional Involvement 

IGAD 
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The IGAD, or Inter-Governmental Authority on Development, is an eight-country trade bloc 

that was formed to supersede a previous authority which primary mission was to help 

members cope with times of drought136. Soon, the IGAD’s mission was broadened to 

encompass  food security and environmental protection, economic cooperation, and regional 

security following the 1996 summit137. Therefore, the IGAD naturally became one of the 

regional governmental organisations involved in the South Sudanese Civil War. 

Initially, the IGAD’s role had been mediatory, where shortly after the civil war, it had 

already begun contacting belligerents to establish a peace process. The IGAD strategy had 

been to be inclusive, where parties involved in the civil war across the spectrum would be 

included to give their contributions to the peace settlement138. This strategy is laudable given 

the vast ethnic background of South Sudan, with the previous Nairobi-CPA failing as it was 

based on an erroneous assumption that a few major parties can control the multitudes of 

smaller, distinct demographics in South Sudan139. However, this goal would only last 5 

months since the start of 2014, as the IGAD would only attempt to mediate between the 

warring parties alone. Furthermore, there is much doubt casted on the IGAD’s commitment 

to the peace process, as the pace of peace talks were painfully slow. In fact, the IGAD’s 
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special envoys took 5 months to inaugurate the process of multi-stakeholder negotiations140. 

This led to a disengagement of the parties of interest, which then slid back into brinkmanship. 

The IGAD has also being accused of bias towards the Kiir administration as the peace 

settlements drafted under its auspices had shifted much power onto the Kiir 

administration141. Undoubtedly, there is still much ambivalence and lack of cohesiveness in 

the IGAD stance towards the issue. 

Moving forward, the IGAD, or as the IGAD+ as it included the Heads of States from 

countries like China and the United States, would finally broker a peace agreement, the CPA, 

between the parties in August 2015. Yet, the presence of spoilers and factions that wanted 

to continue fighting would cause ceasefire violations, which then culminated to a resumption 

of violence in July 2016. Why the IGAD+ efforts had failed was mainly due to the lack of 

inclusivity, the lack of transitional justice and the maintenance of a Dinka-dominated 

administration142. The first point has been explained previously, while the second point refers 

to the absence of any trials of war crimes or atrocities. This meant that the ethnic groups 

which had suffered oppression or persecution from another or the government did not receive 
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closure, which contributes to the fermentation of ethnic tension143. Lastly, the maintenance 

of the Kiir administration status quo only furthered the ethnic hegemony which championed 

Dinka interests over others144. This also led to increased ethnic tension, and distrust in the 

government. 

Currently, the IGAD is also involved in the rounds of peace negotiations in the later 

part of 2018 between the rebels and the government. So far, there has been much confidence 

and hope expressed towards the new agreement , although sceptics maintained that it would 

be a mere replay of the 2015 CPA. 

 

African Union Inactivity 

The African Union(AU) has been repeatedly criticised to be  even more lethargic in their 

efforts to combat the South Sudan crisis. Despite the numerous peace settlements that have 

been negotiated over the years, the AU has been notably absent in the administration and 

oversight over such peace-making processes145. For instance, in the 2015 CPA, despite the 

document’s instructions to setup a legal mechanism which shall monitor the actions of the 

signatories and effectuate sanctions if need be, the African Union did not do so146. The 
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document required the formation of a hybrid tribunal, where an international court composing 

of judges from both other countries and that of South Sudan are to preside over trials 

pertaining to the war crimes and atrocities committed during the civil war147. Again, the 

African Union failed to produce such a hybrid tribunal, leaving the previously discussed 

transitional justice absent and hence leaving no closure for ethnic tension.  

The AU was also neglectful of the state of public institutions in South Sudan, allowing 

corruption to foment within the administration. The presence of some pro-Dinka and pro-

governmental terms of the peace negotiations, as discussed earlier, was also a result of a 

lack of AU investment in the peace negotiations, resulting in the concentration of power in 

the Kiir administration. 

Why the AU is still viewed to be instrumental in the normalisation of affairs in South 

Sudan is due to the AU’s status in the region. The AU is seen as a credible body due to its 

all-African composition, and the success behind the African Union High-Level 

Implementation Panel for Sudan (AUHIP)148. The AUHIP is important because it oversaw the 

implementation of the Nairobi-CPA and the Darfur Peace Agreements of 2005, which 

eventually led to an agreeable political process of elections and ultimately, the South Sudan 

secession149. In addition, the panel has engaged parties in both North and South Sudan on 
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the question of reforms for more than 10 years. The previous success of the AU in producing 

a non-violent and agreeable solution to the secession of South Sudan cemented a certain 

hope in the AU’s capacity to resolve any crisis set before it. However, this hope has been 

dashed due to the aforementioned failures, and many are calling for more direct AU 

intervention through the form of a trusteeship.  

Currently, the AU is planning to dispatch AU peacekeepers into the region to facilitate 

the current peace negotiations, as part of the ceasefire agreement150. The AU has executed 

previous peacekeeping operations, such as in Burundi, Somalia and Sudan. Many have 

deemed this to be ideal to the increasing struggle which United Nations’ officials and 

peacekeepers have with the provisioning of aid and security. This plan echoes the AU’s call 

for a regional force comprising soldiers from neighbouring countries with a strong mandate 

to intervene in the South Sudan situation back in 2016151. 

All in all, the African Union has demonstrated consistent inactivity and lack of 

investment in the crisis, which has contributed to the deterioration of the state of affairs. The 

AU needs to live up to its reputation as a respectable, effective and credible RGO by 

decisively intervening in the South Sudan crisis as soon as possible. 

UN Involvement 
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UNMISS 

The United nations Mission in South Sudan was established in 2011 through Security 

Council Resolution 1996. The mandate of the UNMISS then was to promote good offices 

within the Sudan and South Sudan administrations, oversee and facilitate free and fair 

elections, aid in the establishment of rule of law and to clamp down on human rights 

abuses152. Initially, the UNMISS had around 7,000 military personnel plus 600 non-military 

personnel, with resolution 1996 recommending a reduction to 6,000 in the foreseeable 

future153. This would not be the case following an escalation in conflict due to the South 

Sudanese Civil War since 2013, with the current number of UNMISS personnel standing at 

19,135154. The UNMISS’s mandate has been renewed time and time again as well , through 

resolutions 2057 and 2392155.  

The history of conflict and failed peace settlements has led many to severely criticise 

the UNMISS and the United Nations itself for the plight of South Sudan. This is due to the 

passive nature of the UNMISS, where they are bound by their mandate and by pressure from 

the government to not respond in due time. The lack of contingencies and generally 

acquiescence of the UNMISS towards the government contributed to an overall lethargy in 

the UNMISS response towards emergencies and need for civilian protection. The UNMISS 

                                                           
152 "S/RES/1996(2011) - E". 2018. Undocs.Org. Accessed December 29 2018. https://undocs.org/S/RES/1996(2011). 
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had fundamentally failed its mandate simply due to a lack of support from an adversarial 

government. 

 

Resolution 2428 

Other than resolution 1996, the other significant resolution passed so far on the question of 

South Sudan would be resolution 2428. This was passed in July 13, 2018 and established a  

major milestone in the resolution of the conflict, an arms embargo. The arms embargo has 

long remained in limbo in the Security Council for two main reasons, despite it seeming to 

be the obvious instrument to stop the influx of weapons which is fueling the conflict156. Firstly, 

the United States, during the Obama administration, did not push for such a resolution as 

strongly as the current administration did157.  

This was mainly due to concerns that it might push South Sudan towards Beijing and 

Moscow as well as the arms embargo being perceived as symbolic rather than effective as 

it heavily depended on the cooperation of neighbouring countries. Secondly, an arms 

embargo would severely cripple the Ugandan military efforts in South Sudan, which the 
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international community is quietly trying to prevent158. This is because they perceive the 

Ugandan intervention which propped up the Kiir administration as a stabilising force.  

Other than establishing an arms embargo, resolution 2428 is all the more significant 

as it echoes the previously adopted resolutions 2418 and 2406. The former had renewed the 

effectiveness of the sanctions imposed on South Sudanese officials, as well as the mandate 

of the Panel of Experts159. Meanwhile, the latter had extended the mandate of the UNMISS 

by another year160. Clearly, resolution 2428 carries significant weight as it not only introduces 

a highly controversial arms embargo, but also reaffirms the punitive actions and 

peacekeeping force previously established by the Security Council. How such a resolution 

would come to pass is largely due to the fragile political moment which July 13, 2018 resided; 

the rebels and government were in the midst of a peace process that was apparently coming 

to fruition161. 
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Humanitarian Crisis 

The humanitarian crisis in South Sudan is amongst the most grave in the world, with massive 

violations of human rights, multiple instances of ethnic cleansing and extreme turmoil and 

shortages within the country. 

 

Ethnic Cleansing 

This has already been discussed in the “Key Issues” section. This is a timely reminder that 

ethnic cleansing is not a political problem only, but also a significant aspect of the 

humanitarian crisis in South Sudan. This is especially so as the United Nations is clamouring 

to define these acts of ethnic violence as “genocide”162. 

 

Refugee Crisis and Internal Displacement 

In a bid to escape the harsh environment of South Sudan, many have resorted to flee across 

the border to seek better livelihoods. The countries of interest for these refugees are mainly 

the neighbouring states of Uganda, Kenya, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 

Ethiopia. As of September 2016, more than 1 million refugees have since fled from South 
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Sudan, which highlights the severity of the refugee crisis163. The major implication of the 

refugee crisis would be the destruction of delicate balances in ethnic compositions in these 

host countries164. Case in point, most of the refugees are Nuer by ethnicity and a large 

proportion of them flee to Gambella, an ethnic division in Ethiopia just east of South Sudan. 

Although the Nuer can easily integrate into the Ethiopian Nuer communities, the influx of 

Nuer can and have caused tensions with the other major ethnic group, the Anuaks165. This 

can result in identity and resource politics as the Anuaks may brand the South Sudanese 

Nuers as outsiders and then demonise the Nuer community to be trying to render the Anuaks 

irrelevant166. This can result in polarisation along ethnic lines, and subsequently ethnic 

tensions similar to those seen in host communities in European countries which frame the 

refugees as malicious outsiders. Although no such situation has happened as of yet, it is still 

a significant possibility which host countries ought to take note of. 

Furthermore, South Sudanese have been forced to migrate internally as their homes 

were either razed by combatants or destroyed in the crossfire. Such persons can only flee 

to the PoC bases maintained by the United Nations most of the time, or become homeless. 
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Southwestern Ethiopia | Africa Up Close". Africaupclose.Wilsoncenter.Org. Accessed December 29 2018. 
https://africaupclose.wilsoncenter.org/security-implications-of-hosting-refugees-the-case-of-south-sudanese-refugees-in-
gambella-southwestern-ethiopia/. 

165 “Breaking the Cycle of Conflict in Gambella Region” 2002.. United Nations. Accessed December 29 2018. 
http://apps.who.int/disasters/repo/8684.pdf. 

166Ibid. 



 
 
 

 
 
 57 

UNSC 
 

 
 

An estimated 2 million are internally displaced as of now, and are at great risk of infection, 

starvation or being caught in the crossfire due to the lack of proper housing and 

sanitation167. 

 

 

Key Players 

South Sudan (Dinka) 

The position of South Sudan would be heavily reliant on the interests of the SPLA/M and 

their investment in the current rounds of peace negotiations. Currently, the Government of 

South Sudan is committed to a status quo in political arrangements which invests significant 

power in the President and champions pro-Dinka policies. The GoSS would also avoid at all 

costs any definition which might land the current administration in legal trouble. 

 

Sudan 

Khartoum has an interest in peace settlements to be negotiated for as soon as possible in 

South Sudan. This is because the current state of civil conflict has led to refugee movements 
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into Sudan, the reduction in oil production from South Sudanese oilfields and the spillover of 

conflict due to militias168. 

 

Uganda 

Uganda is strongly supportive of the GoSS, and has been dispatching Ugandan military 

personnel and aircraft to South Sudan since December 2013 to aid in counter-insurgency 

efforts. Uganda and South Sudan have deep economic ties as well, with South Sudan being 

the largest importer of Ugandan goods169. As much as Uganda has a vested interest in peace 

in South Sudan, Kampala is still a proponent of the SPLM/A.170 

 

Western Bloc 

The Western countries have a strong moral obligation to resolve the conflict in South Sudan, 

partly due to their foreign policy of disseminating democratic ideals, but also due to an 

apologist stance hearkening to the colonial past of South Sudan. Furthermore, there is a 

strong interest in tring to preserve the ideality of the democratic process which they had 

initiated in Sudan since 2005. The Western bloc has a strong commitment towards a judicial 
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approach where people are held accountable to their actions and a firm adherence to 

domestic and international law is established. South Sudan may also pose as a possible 

pivot for influence in the African continent as well. 

 

Eastern Bloc 

The Eastern bloc are particularly interested in South Sudan as they have been generating 

revenue and political capital via selling arms to various parties in the region. The Eastern 

bloc is particularly invested in a more political approach in resolving the issue, via power-

sharing agreements and such. Again, the oil-rich nature of South Sudan may pose as a 

possible pivot of influence in Africa for these countries as well. 

 

Possible Solutions 

Mandate of UNMISS 

The current mandate of UNMISS has bound peacekeepers in the region to be highly 

dependent on the government for any action they would like to take. This is because of a 

reluctance to disrupt the peace process currently, and also the need to respect the country’s 

sovereignty. As discussed above, this reduces UNMISS to mere caregivers in the PoC sites. 

Hence, a solution could be a stronger mandate, whereby it allows UNMISS peacekeepers to 

actively engage in peace-building activities, as compared to its current, passive nature. 
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Delegates are encouraged to look into what are the key challenges peacekeepers face in 

UNMISS and what are peacebuilding needs given the current stage of the peace process. 

 

African Union Trusteeship 

This has been a solution highly pushed for by many academics in the circle. An AU 

trusteeship would mean a caretaker administration specially picked by the AU to carry out 

political reform, rebuild public institutions and achieve other such state-building agendas. 

Why a trusteeship seems ideal is due to the perceived inability of the belligerents to be 

content with any transitional government or power-sharing agreement, given the current 

state of the country. Why an African Union trusteeship seems ideal, then, builds upon the 

previous argument, as well as the fact that the United Nations’ western ideals had failed 

the state, while IGAD’s internal conflicts of interests would fail to yield a coherent and fair 

solution. Delegates are encouraged to look at past models of trusteeship, be it successes 

or failures, and attempt to apply the mechanisms in these trusteeships onto South Sudan. 

Delegates can also consider a trusteeship under the auspices of other parties, as the 

above arguments are are not overwhelming in favour of an AU trusteeship. 
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Questions A Resolution Must Answer 

1. Looking back at past peace negotiations and settlements, what can the international 

community do to ensure that current rounds of negotiations will yield a sustainable 

peace? Is there even an overwhelming justification for the international community to 

intervene to begin with, and if yes, to what extent can they do so to achieve the 

aforementioned objective? 

2. Should indictments and sanctions pursuant to gross human rights abuses and war 

crimes committed during the Civil War be considered in the peace negotiations? If so, 

how can such punitives be fairly administered and accepted by most, if not all, parties? 

3. What are immediate actions that can be taken to minimise ethnic tensions and the 

humanitarian crisis in the country? 

 

Conclusion 

The current state of affairs in South Sudan seem to offer hope, as the peace process between 

the rebels and the government is proceeding along without any major stumbles. However,  

many around the world still remain sceptical of how lasting this peace will be, or whether 

there will be a peace in the end, and many more are still enraged by the needless loss of 
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human lifes and the humanitarian crisis at play in the country. South Sudan has been a 

country that submits to her history of ethnic strife and to a corrupt administration, while the 

international community is either powerless or disinvested to do anything about it. Yet, the 

current peace process might just be the last chance for all parties to come together to resolve 

the South Sudan crisis once and for all. If not, South Sudan is doomed to a geopolitical 

destiny of strife and conflict. 
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Topic 2: Transitioning to Modern Warfare through Autonomous Weapons 

 

Overview 

After nuclear power, autonomous weapons seem to be the next frontier of defense. Thanks 

to the ever-increasing public visibility of artificial intelligence, it was only a matter of time 

before its utility extends to weaponry. While simplistic forms of autonomous weapons such 

as landmines and naval mines have existed for centuries, it is only recently that autonomous 

weapons, infused with sophisticated technology, are being embraced by countries with the 

resources and capabilities to produce such machinery on a large scale. Naturally, the 

adoption of autonomous weapons for purposes related to combat and warfare has been a 

cause for concern among several parties-- policymakers, scientists, lawyers, governments, 

and for good reason. 171 

While there is no doubt that autonomous weapons have its advantages, like every 

single category of technology they too are at risk for being manipulated to cause harm to the 

human race. For instance, if the machines have been programmed in a way which 

guarantees complete annihilation, human life is of paltry value. Like any other technology 

programmed by human hands, autonomous weapons have the potential to be misused, are 
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vulnerable to malfunction, errors, and failures. Unlike human soldiers, machines do not have 

feelings and are incapable of displaying joy, compassion, and sympathy in specific situations.  

The opposing camp holds the belief that autonomous weapons can do much good in 

terms of (completely) replacing human soldiers. As machines are generally more capable of 

processing large, complex amounts of information with precision, can undertake tasks which 

humans may not want to do (anything repetitive or dangerous), do not have to deal with the 

emotional turmoil of engaging in warfare, have a longer shelf life and cannot experience 

hunger or fatigue, they would be infinitely more effective in combat. 172 

Countries have varying capabilities, and there is no doubt that nations with advanced 

technological know-how at their disposal are equipped with an undue advantage. In the 

situation that nations with a robotic army at their disposal go to war with a country with a 

handful of foot soldiers, there is no doubt as to which warring party would emerge on top.  

Autonomous weapons, for the most part, are powered by artificial intelligence (AI) and 

its usage has been described as “fifth generation warfare”. Waging war in today’s modern 

ecosystem means navigating through highly complex and uncertain environments with a 

great deal of ambiguity. Such a scenario demands the usage of the combined capabilities of 

man and machine. . 
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Definitions  

The precise definition of an autonomous weapon is a work in progress, but a few 

organisations have attempted to provide one. According to the International Committee of 

the Red Cross (ICRC), autonomous weapons are defined as those which were able to choose 

its targets and launch attacks accordingly without significant human intervention-- thus, 

autonomous. 173 

Autonomy in weapons is granted by technology, particularly special softwares. The 

degree of autonomy which can be realistically achieved depends upon: i) the complexity of 

the algorithms created by the developers and ii) the amount of detail put into the operating 

environments within which the weapon will be leveraged. Machine learning also contributes 

to the degree of autonomy. 174 

Whether a weapon is autonomous or not, depends upon three distinct approaches, 

which are as follows: i) the command-and-control aspect of the human-machine relationship 

ii) the complexity of the machine’s decision making process iii) the types of decisions which 

the machine makes autonomously. 175 
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The command-and-control aspect of the human-machine relationship 

Autonomy can easily be determined by the amount of human control over the operational 

aspect of the machine. Semi-autonomous machines, also referred to as “human in the loop” 

are controlled by humans to a limited extent, or at certain executional stages, while human-

supervised autonomous weapons (“human on the loop)” are those which are able to operate 

by themselves except in specific situations which require human involvement, such as 

malfunctions.176  

Machines which require absolutely no human involvement are fully autonomous (“human 

out of the loop”). ‘Sliding autonomy”, as the name suggests, occurs when machines switch 

between semi-autonomous and fully autonomous, and is subject to factors such as variables 

present in operational environments and legal and ethical considerations. 177 

 

Complexity of the machine’s decision-making process 

Autonomy can also be viewed through the lens of capabilities of the machine itself; it is a 

measure of how well a machine can monitor itself in a given situation and make crucial 
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decisions in unpredictable environments. Based on these criteria, weapons be may: 

automatic, automated and autonomous. 178 

Automatic weapons are preprogrammed to respond to specific input, and cannot 

handle uncertainty in the environment within which it operates. Such weapons include guns 

or robotic arms. Automated and autonomous weapons can both deal with some degree of 

ambiguity in their operating environments. However, autonomous weapons are viewed as 

the more sophisticated of the two.  

 

Sensory inputs and decision-making processes of an autonomous weapon 

To gain a well-rounded understanding of its operating environment, autonomous weapons 

uses sensors to collect, process and interpret data from external sources. Sensory software 

exists in the form of target detection, pattern identification and facial recognition. Once data 

has been collected using these methods, it is compared to existing information present in 

the autonomous weapon’s software.  

Data processed by sensory software is used by decision-making processes to reach 

a conclusion regarding a certain situation, which would be realised by the weapon’s control 
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systems. Reactive control systems operate based on a predefined model, while deliberate 

control systems work to achieve a specific goal. 179 

 

Functions and capabilities of mobile autonomous devices: 

Existing autonomous weapon systems with mobility functions can vary in terms of technology 

capabilities and sophistication, with the most prominent mobility-related functions being: 

Homing 

Weapon systems with homing functions are capable of self-direction. Homing is synonymous 

with missiles, and allows weapons to search and track down its targets. Some weapon 

systems also have the ability to follow targets after searching for and identifying them. Using 

infrared heat signatures, radar systems or electromagnetic signals, weapon systems pick up 

signals, memorise them for later and take action accordingly. 180 

 

Autonomous Navigation 

For a weapon to be considered autonomous, it must be able to determine, plan and travel 

down a specific route on its own. Currently, many military systems use systems that are able 
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to travel on their own once a human operator has previously input predetermined navigational 

details such as co-ordinates, speed and height.  Whether the weapon is traversing through 

land, air, or sea or risks encountering enemy vehicles or humans is also important. Travelling 

through land may be challenging for a weapon system due to inconsistencies between the 

structural surface of the terrain. Autonomous systems which travel on their own are usually 

incorporated with pre-set maps and rely on Global Positioning Systems (GPS), and can 

explore terrains which are familiar and consistent. They are usually not equipped to deal with 

interactions with enemy forces. 181 

 

Take-off and landing 

Aerial autonomous weapon systems are able to automatically take-off and land with the 

assistance of algorithms. Current aerial autonomous systems, are far more advanced in 

terms of precision and reliability as compared to human pilots. 182 

 

Autonomous Vehicle Swarms 

Rather than operating independently across air, ground and sea, autonomous drones would 

cluster together to form a swarm. Each drone would have a specific responsibility (tracking, 
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decoy, reconnaissance, surveillance) but would maintain communication with each other in 

order to collaborate and carry out a mission. Human input would be limited to defining 

mission parameters such as general description of targets, as well as the space within which 

the drones should hunt for said targets. 183 

The following non-exhaustive list of definitions below might be useful for the future 

development of the debate:  

TERM DEFINITION 

Autonomous Weapons  Weapons that require little to no human intervention 

and are perfectly capable of carrying out tasks 

unassisted, such as being able to seek out and launch 

attacks on targets in a previously specified area and 

upend communication systems. 184 

Supervised Autonomous 

Systems 

As the name suggests, it is a weapon system that 

requires some degree of human involvement in order to 
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make critical decisions. For example, there are people 

who control the drone remotely. 185 

Lethal Autonomous Weapon Lethal autonomous weapon (LAWs), or killer robot is 

one of autonomous military system type which are able 

to independently search and engage targets based on 

pre-programmed limitations. These weapons may be 

leveraged in a variety of terrains and surfaces, across 

land, air and sea. 186 

Military Robot Also known as an artificial soldier, a military robot can 

take the form of an autonomous or remotely controlled 

android which may be used during military operations. 

First employed during the second World War by the 

Wehrmacht and Soviet Union, military robots are found 

in abundance in the form of unmanned aerial vehicles. 

187 
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Precision Guided Munition 

(PGM) 

Also known was a “smart weapon”, PGMs can be 

bombs, missiles or artillery shells which are deployed 

with the intention of attacking specific targets. 188 

Loitering Weapons These “offensive” weapons are capable of selecting 

and launching attacks on targets autonomously. 

Human programmers determine specifications such as 

duration of loitering, geographical scope, and 

classification of the types of targets to be attacked. 189 

Unmanned aerial vehicle 

(UAV) 

Also known as a drone, an unmanned aerial vehicle is a 

pilotless aircraft. Once reserved only for military uses, 

UAVs have found multiple uses in the commercial and 

agricultural world.  190 
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Historical Timeline 

The idea of fighting machines with capabilities far surpassing those of any human soldier is 

far older than we like to think. During the height of the Renaissance, Da Vinci conceptualised 

(and ultimately) created a robot which could mimic basic human movements such as sitting 

down, standing up, and lifting its arms by employing a network of gears and pulleys.  

 

Early Twentieth Century 

At the turn of the twentieth century, Tesla had designed a military boat whose movements 

could be remotely controlled. 191 

In 1923, the word “robot” officially entered the pages of the English lexicon. Coined 

by Karel Capek who based the word off of the Czech word for “forced labour”, a robot implied 

an artificial person. 192 

The first World War saw its fair share of robotic weapon systems, with USA’s 

unmanned aerial torpedo Kettering Bug, which is considered to be an ancestor of cruise 

missiles and was controlled with radio waves.193 The German Fernlenkboot (FL-boat), which 

translated to “remote controlled boat” was exactly what its name suggested. Containing 
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thousands of pounds of explosives, the FL-boats were controlled by radio systems, and were 

driven directly at its targets. Aerial torpedo bombers were first experimented upon by the 

British, who actively deployed them during WW1. They produced pilotless target aircrafts, 

notable ones including the Airspeed Queen Wasp and the Miles Queen Martinent.194 

 

World War Two 

In a scene taken right from the pages of a science fiction books, the Soviet Union first 

unveiled the use of remote-controlled Teletanks in war efforts during the Thirties and Forties. 

These clunky warbots had several limitations -- they would come to a grinding halt if they 

wandered out of the range of control, could not communicate with its human operators, and 

fired with less accuracy than man did. 195 

While most of their ideas were not progressive, the Nazis were definitely ahead of 

their peers in terms of technology. During the Second World War, they made history with 

their use of unmanned “Goliath” mobile landmines which comprised of stacks of explosives 

and were designed to explode at specific locations. 196 
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The United States experimented with UAVs during World War 2, where the US Army 

and Navy launched precision-guided munitions such as Operations Aphrodite and Anvil 

respectively. They also developed the ASM-N-2 Bat, a glide bomb controlled by radar 

systems which is considered the first completely autonomous guided missile. The Bat was 

used frequently against Japanese forces. 197 

The Radioplane Company mass-produced the OQ-2 Radioplane drone. An improved 

version of this UAV, the OQ-3, was extensively used during the Second World War by USA.  

 

Cold War and post-Cold War 

The Cold War saw the USA and Soviet Union both race each to develop reconnaissance 

drones. Apart from long-range recon drones such as the Lightning Bugs, USA also produced 

specialised drones such as the Ryan “Model 154” and the Lockheed D-21.198 

As part of Operation Bumblebee, an American effort to build a surface-to-air missile, 

the computer guided RIM-2 Terrier was born. America’s own Hunter and Pioneer UAV 

systems are inspired by Israeli invention, and have also seen their fair share of action in 
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wartime situations. The 1991 Gulf Wars saw the successful usage of UAVs during its combat 

phase, Operation Desert Storm. 199 

During the 1973 Yom Kippur Wars, Israel attacked Egyptian anti-aircraft missiles with 

unmanned Ryan Firebee target drones, resulting in no casualties for its pilots. The country 

experimented with glider-type unmanned aerial vehicle systems, giving rise to Scout and the 

Pioneer. Israel has been heralded as an expert in the usage and development of unmanned 

aerial vehicles for the purposes of surveillance and electronic warfare. These weapons were 

also leveraged against Syria during the 1982 Lebanese War and later the Iran-Iraq war. 200 

 

The 21st century 

The twenty-first century saw the usage of autonomous weapons in the form of drones 

become increasingly prevalent. Frequently deployed in areas with high levels of terrorist 

activity, drone strikes have caused a high amount of collateral damage.  

The usage of drones post 9/11, especially by USA, has been prevalent during times 

of conflict. Countries experiencing unrest due to terrorist operations or civil war, such as 

Pakistan, Yemen, Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and Libya have been targeted by US drone strikes 

-- resulting in massive civilian and military casualties and extensive destruction of civilian 
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residential areas.201202 The United Kingdom also uses drones as part of military operations 

and campaign, although they have been rather low-key about their involvement in Syria. 203 

Albeit recently, France was also joined the group of countries using intelligence and 

surveillance drones to fight the war on terrorism, deploying drones against Islamic State 

militants in Western Africa. 204 

 

Key Players 

Russian Federation 

In 2017, Russian President Vladimir Putin claimed that “whoever would become the leader 

in the sphere of artificial intelligence would become the ruler of the world.” 205 This quote 

set the tone for the massive leaps and bounds made by the country in this particular field. 

Having observed China’s recent forays into artificial intelligence, Russia has also been 
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investing and researching heavily in the field. Russia is no stranger to manufacturing 

autonomous weapons for a variety of purposes, and have been doing so since the early 

20th century. The country aims to have 30% of its military robotised in the next few years, 

and has pledged to ignore any UN bans on lethal autonomous weapons. 206 

  In a Russian context, it is imperative that autonomous combat weapons are able to 

mimic human behavior to a certain extent, or possess anthropomorphic properties. 

According to available literature, this is how Russia classifies its stockpile of autonomous 

weapons207:  

● First generation robots are remote-controlled and can only operate within the 

preset confines of a fixed environment.  

● Second generation robots are able to operate in unfamiliar environments to a 

certain extent, and can do so because of “sensory organs” they possess.  

● Third generation robots are currently being developed in laboratories, and are 

infused with artificial intelligence. 

However, Russia has stated that it would include human oversight into its AI-driven weapons. 
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People’s Republic of China: 

China’s position on autonomous weapons has been rather ambiguous in the last few years, 

alternating between advocating a ban on autonomous weapons in 2016 to an outright 

encouragement of research and  development of such machines. 208 

In December 2016, China had been one of the first P5 members to voice its support 

for the amendment of the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons, an agreement 

which called for the prohibition of those conventional weapons which caused excessive 

destruction and/or injury. The country wanted to add a protocol involving the ban of killer 

robots to the agreement, invoking an earlier 1995 CCW protocol which banned laser 

weapons. They felt that autonomous weapons, especially  LAWs (Lethal Autonomous 

Weapons), would not be able to distinguish between enemy forces and civilians, and might 

end up using excessive force. Come 2017, Xi Jinping was transparent in his intention of 

advancing military research and experimentation, particularly in the area of artificial 

intelligence. In April 2018, China relaxed its initial stance of disapproval and called for the 

development of autonomous weapons to adhere to current legal confines. 209 

Currently, China is developing military weapons to help prepare the country for 

large-scale warfare, by infusing AI into its conventional missile defense, surveillance and 
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intelligence systems. The country is also on track to build AI-enabled autonomous 

submarines.  

 

United States of America: 

Unlike China’s initial reservations regarding autonomous weapons, the USA was of the 

opinion that not that enough research had been conducted on autonomous weapons to 

warrant a ban. Furthermore, a ban this unseasonable might prevent other beneficial uses 

of autonomous weapons from being successfully leveraged. In a series of documents 

detailing its policy regarding autonomous weapons, the US pledged its commitment to 

subject all of its development of autonomous weapons to thorough testing processes, 

which included both software and hardware verification and operational trials. 210 

According to policy laid down by the Pentagon, autonomy of a weapon was not as 

much as an issue as is programming the weapon in such a way that the likelihood of 

civilian deaths and other unintended damage is reduced. 211As such, the USA promised to 

take into considerations laid down by International Humanitarian Law by programming 

autonomous weapons to take into consideration human elements. The USA also wanted to 

focus on streamlining human-machine interfaces to facilitate better interactions between 
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the two. Instead of relegating the “judgement” part of an autonomous weapon, the USA 

prefers to empower human operators to do the same.  

In the eyes of the USA, continued research and development into autonomous 

weapons would produce munitions of higher quality and precision, which would pose less 

of a threat to civilian populations in conflict areas. As far as the use of autonomous 

weapons by individual states was concerned, USA opined that states, via their armed 

forces, were liable for the same in a legal, civil and criminal manner, and should have their 

own internal systems of accountability and justice to ensure proper usage and conduct 

thorough investigations in the event of misuse of technology or breach of protocol.  

 

United Kingdom: 

The British government has pledged to maintain the operation of weapons, be it 

autonomous or otherwise, under human control so as to maintain oversight and 

accountability. 212 They claimed to neither be in possession of autonomous weapons, and 

have announced that they do not have any plans to develop weapons which are able to 

function without human intervention.  
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However, there have been reports of UK conducting research into autonomous lethal 

machines, particularly drones. The country has also refrained from supporting UN 

resolutions which aim to ban autonomous weapons. 213 

 

Republic of Korea: 

South Korea has heavily invested in artificial intelligence so as to discover more of its 

applications, particularly in the military sphere. The country is focussing its efforts in three 

specific areas of research: a) AI-based command and decision systems b) algorithms for 

unmanned underwater vehicles c) AI-based smart tracking and object recognition 

technology.214 

However, the country has received flak for its foray into AI-based military intelligence. 

While the South Korean government did announce that they had no intentions of developing 

lethal autonomous weapons or killer bots, a top South Korean university was boycotted by 

AI researching for operating an AI weapons lab. 215 
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France: 

The French government has been devoting its resources to the development of weapons 

powered by artificial intelligence, especially in the areas of fighter jets and drones. It launched 

the Man-Machine Teaming (MMT), which is a government initiative for AI research and 

application. 216 

At this point of time, France does not support complete bans on lethal autonomous weapons, 

as the country feels that current developments in this particular field is far too premature to 

warrant such strong actions. This stance of their has earned them the ire of several human 

rights groups, particularly the Campaign To Stop Killer Robots. 217 

 

State of Israel 

Israel has been experimenting with high-tech autonomous weapons, such as armed drones 

and loitering munitions. “Harop” is a fully autonomous loitering munition which has already 

been tested out in combat situations (one report cited its usage in a disputed territory near 

Azerbaijan and Armenia), and is capable of seeking and destroying radar signals without 

human intervention. 218 
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Apart from this, Israel has also built a formidable missile defense system -- the Iron 

Dome. Its nearly autonomous Harpy Air Defense Suppressions System, a compact loitering 

munition is capable of self-destructing itself upon encountering enemy radar systems. 

Israel has using and developing aerial autonomous weapons such as drones since the Yom 

Kippur War in 1973, and is one of the countries which rejected moving in to discussions on 

future regulations on fully autonomous weapons during a UN meeting on the topic.  

 

Key Issues 

In a series of International Committee of the Red Cross meetings which have been 

convening since 2011, the issue of autonomous weapons was discussed extensively. Using 

the lens of ethics and humanitarian law to frame the issue, the ICRC was of the opinion 

that weapons should not be relinquished of human control in order to keep satisfying 

international law and ethical systems.  

Where humans had previously been in the driver’s seat when determining issues 

related to using force, selecting targets and making life and death decisions, autonomous 

machines would now be doing the same things. Whether such nuanced and complex 

decisions can be consigned to a machine, is the subject of a major ethical debate in the 

international community.  
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The Martens Clause 

Named after a declaration recited by Russian diplomat Friedrich Martens, the Martens 

Clause is a part of the preamble of the 1899 Hague Convention II – Laws and Customs of 

War on Land and is a landmark document in the world of international humanitarian law. 

The Martens clause, which includes the tenets of the principles of humanity and dictates of 

public conscience. 219 

As a crucial part of the literature surrounding the laws of armed conflict, the 

Martens Clause is often interpreted both extensively and literally. As a result of this 

disparity, there is much disagreement over whether autonomous weapons and its 

applications violate the Clause.  

In one camp, international organisations and bodies are of the opinion that by 

removing the aspect of human control, autonomous weapons did not have the necessary 

humanity or conscience to wage warfare in a way which adhered to international 

humanitarian standards. By design, autonomous weapons violated the Martens clause, 

upon which the principles of humanity and public conscience is sculpted. Organisations 

with this thought of line feel that if states wanted to continue to observe the Martens 

clauses, they would have to ban the development and use of autonomous weapons.  
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New technology must abide by the requirements of the Martens clause, specifically 

the tenets of the principles of humanity and dictates of public conscience. Autonomous 

machines would not be able to ensure compassionate treatment of others, and differentiate 

between civilians and enemy forces in times of conflict because they would not have been 

programmed to differentiate, and make choices on a case-by-case basis in an 

unpredictable environment. The choices made by autonomous weapons would be 

dependent on the algorithms driving them, which not be intricate enough to decide which 

human lives are worth saving. Thus,entirely removing the human aspect from weapons 

would render them non-compliant with humanitarian laws. 220 

Entities opposing the proliferation of autonomous weapons are concerned about the 

loss of human dignity. In situations of unrest and conflict, it is important to note how the 

decision to injure or execute a person was made, as well as the method used to carry out 

this task. If these pivotal decisions were made by an autonomous machine without any 

human intervention or supervision, then the guidelines as illustrated by the Martens clause 

would have been violated. 221 

To satisfy ethical constraints and legal considerations, there must be present a 

minimum level of “meaningful, effective and appropriate” human control over weapons so 
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as to preserve the sanctity of human agency and moral culpability. With a human in the 

driver’s seat, a direct connection is established between the intentions of the operator, the 

decisions undertaken by them (to attack, kill or destroy), and the eventual outcome. 222 

Autonomous weapons by design do not allow any room for human judgement to 

supervise, intervene and authorise any actions undertaken by them. Handing over ethical 

judgement and moral responsibility to an artificial non-human means that there is no 

scope for exacting justice or prosecution in the event the weapon is leveraged for 

wrongdoings. At the moment, there are concerns over whether autonomous weapons can 

be developed and operated within the legal and ethical confines of humanity. 223 

 

The Principles of Humanity 

The principles of humanity refers to the intrinsic dignity and worth of a human being, and 

the right to a quality life which they possess. This philosophy, which also encompasses the  

equality of people is the driving principle behind humanitarian efforts in areas of conflict. All 

parties involved in a dispute are i) supposed to treat fellow humans with in a humane 
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manner and b) accord human life the respect and dignity it deserves. By virtue of being a 

machine, autonomous weapons would not be able to fulfil these requirements. 224 

 

Humane Treatment 

In international humanitarian and human rights law, people should be predisposed to 

treating other people in a humane manner by displaying compassion and being empathetic. 

In conflict situations, these emotions are what spurs human soldiers to make decisions 

which involve moderating the amount of harm caused to other living beings, reducing 

needless suffering or making life-and-death choices. Apart from emotions, there are legal 

considerations to make. These decisions tend to be on a case-by-case or situational basis, 

based on the specific conditions of the environment the soldier is operating in. 225 

 

Applying the Doctrine of Humane Treatment to Autonomous Weapons 

Technology can be developed to be highly sophisticated, but are not programmed to have 

human emotions. They cannot show compassion, feel empathy or comply with legal 

considerations. Whereas human soldiers would naturally consider minimising the degree of 

pain caused to their fellow humans by virtue of having experienced pain themselves before, 
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autonomous weapons would not stop to make such decisions. As autonomous weapons 

and robots cannot feel pain, they would not suffer in the event of their destruction. But they 

would not display any compassion for the suffering of their targets.  

 

Respect for Human Life and Dignity 

Under the principle of humanity, parties must have basic respect for human life and dignity. 

During times of conflict, human soldiers are obligated to respect human life by reducing the 

number of lives lost and moderate the use of lethal force unless absolutely necessary. 226 

 

Applying the Doctrine of Human Life and Dignity to Autonomous Weapons 

Those against the usage of autonomous weapons are of the opinion that the question of 

life and death of another human being should not be determined by a machine. Human 

soldiers have a duty to protect human life by not arbitrarily taking it away from them, but 

autonomous weapons do not have the same sense of duty or respect for human life, and 

would not make an effort to cut down injuries or killings of humans. Thus, autonomous 

weapons would not be able to respect human life and dignity the same way a human 

would, especially in an environment as chaotic as a battleground.227 Unlike a human, a 
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machine’s first instinct would be to attack, instead of attempting to preserve human life. 

They cannot comprehend the value of a human life in the same way a human can. In the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the right to life is regarded as the most 

important right which could be possessed by a human. 228 

 

Dictates of Public Conscience 

The dictates of public conscience are universal moral codes which act as a guide for 

individual and state actions, helping them differentiate right from wrong. In this case, public 

opinion consists of that of citizens’ as well as governments’, and is expressed via opinion 

polls, surveys, think pieces, official statements and policies. 229 

 

Applying the Dictates of Public Conscience to Autonomous Weapons 

Members of the public have extensively voiced their support and dissent on the issue of 

autonomous weapons. Governments have expressed either a desire to impose bans and 

limitations on autonomous weapons, or have pledged to continue research and 

development on the matter. Non-governmental organisations have spoken out against the 

development of autonomous weapons on moral, legal and ethical grounds. Members of the 

                                                           
228 The Right to Life in Armed Conflict: Does International ..." International Committee of the Red Cross. 
https://www.icrc.org/en/doc/assets/files/other/irrc_864_doswald-beck.pdf 

229 "Heed the Call | A Moral and Legal Imperative to Ban Killer Robots." Human Rights Watch. August 21, 2018. 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/08/21/heed-call/moral-and-legal-imperative-ban-killer-robots. 
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scientific community, notable ones being International Committee for Robot Arms Control 

(ICRAC), artificial intelligence and robotics scientists have expressed their reservations as 

well.230 

 

Just War Theory 

The just war theory is a military doctrine which provides states engaging in warfare with 

moral guidelines on how to act. It comprises of jus ad bellum and jus in bello, which 

mention the conditions under which the usage of force is justified and the ways in which 

one can ethically wage war. The doctrine aims to inform states that they should not resort 

to violence as long as other methods of conflict resolution were available. 231 

 

 

 

 

The principles of jus ad bellum  

                                                           
230 "Human Rights@Harvard Law." Human Rights Harvard Law Investing in International Human Rights in the Age of Trump Comments. 
http://hrp.law.harvard.edu/staff/clinic-and-hrw-killer-robots-fail-key-moral-legal-test/. 

231 Heather M. Roff. "Lethal Autonomous Weapons and Jus Ad Bellum Proportionality." 2015. 
https://scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=1006&context=jil. 
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Jus ad bellum pertains to the circumstances under which states can acceptably wage war or 

use armed forces and further contains the following six principles232:  

i) just cause : This comprises of a justifiable reason to wage war against another state or 

entity, such as breach of sovereignty, or self-defense against invasion by an aggressor.  

ii) right intention : According to this principle, states’ purpose of waging war must be the 

same as the ones they have cited in all official correspondences.  

iii) proper authority : According to this principle, only legitimate states with internationally 

recognised governments and sovereignty may wage war. Non state actors do not have the 

privilege of being able to declare war on another entity as they are not consider proper 

authorities in the eyes of international law. 

iv) last resort : According to the principle of last resort, states must exhaust all reasonable 

non-war, non-hostile options available to them, such as mediation, discussions and 

negotiations, before engaging in warfare.  

v) likelihood of success : According to the principle of likelihood of success, states must 

determine if they are able to achieve their just cause by engaging in warfare.  

vi) proportionality : According to the principle of ad bellum proportionality specifically, states 

must weigh the consequences of their desired actions of war, and compare the state of the 

                                                           
232 Heather M. Roff. "Lethal Autonomous Weapons and Jus Ad Bellum Proportionality." 2015. 
https://scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=1006&context=jil. 
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world prior to the occurence of the war, versus the state of the world after the war has been 

waged. 

 

 

 

 

 

The principles of jus in bello 

Jus in bello acts as a guide for the just conduct of the parties involved in a conflict, and is 

focussed on reducing unnecessary suffering for all. Under the doctrine of just conduct fall 

the principles of distinction and proportionality. 233 

In the case of distinction, it is argued that because autonomous weapons would not 

fall prey to human emotions, they would not be tempted to attack civilian populations. 

However, the counter-argument to this would be that autonomous weapons might lack the 

correct programming which teaches them to differentiate between civilians and military 

forces, especially in ambiguous situations such as civilians taking up arms to defend 

themselves.  

                                                           
233 Jus in Bello and Jus Ad Bellum Arguments against Autonomy in Weapons Systems: A Re-appraisal." QIL QDI. November 30, 
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As for proportionality, it is said that autonomous weapons would not be 

programmed to the extent that they would be able to ascertain exactly how much force to 

use or launch an attack with, in the event that they were attacked by militants. Hence, it is 

possible that the weapons end up exerting more force upon combatants, than required. 234 

Responsibility gaps 

Transferring decisions involving the usage of force onto a machine leads to the dissolution 

of  responsibility and accountability for the same, as these are primarily human 

considerations. Taking away human control from decisions involving force is a legal and 

ethical violation, as a vacuum of responsibility has now been created.  Typically, the operator 

of the autonomous machine would be in charge of activating and maneuvering the weapon, 

thus still retaining some form of meaningful human control, and making the person 

responsible for the overall consequences which arise from the actions of the weapons. At 

the moment, this is the system followed by militaries throughout the world. 235 

 

Autonomy and Moral Responsibility 

Responsibility is both a legal and a moral concept. For the operator of the weapon to 

furnish their moral responsibilities, they must be able to create a tangible connection 

                                                           
234 Jus in Bello and Jus Ad Bellum Arguments against Autonomy in Weapons Systems: A Re-appraisal." QIL QDI. November 30, 
2017. http://www.qil-qdi.org/jus-bello-jus-ad-bellum-arguments-autonomy-weapons-systems-re-appraisal/. 

235 Mind the Gap | The Lack of Accountability for Killer Robots." Human Rights Watch. April 15, 2016. 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/04/09/mind-gap/lack-accountability-killer-robots. 
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between their intentions of using the weapon, and the outcome of having used said 

weapon. How the weapon functions, as well as the surrounding environment within which 

it is used is also important. In the absence of a human operator, there will be no one to 

watch over how the weapon is used, or to ensure that the way in which the weapon is used 

matches the intention of the operator, had there been one. 236 

As far as an autonomous weapon is concerned, there is a great deal of uncertainty 

regarding how, when or why an action will take place. An autonomous weapon relies on a 

technical description of its intended “target”, as well as a generalised description of the 

terrain in which is must operate. However, right up to before the point of attack, there are 

no further specifications from an overseeing human operator. 237 

There is little knowledge regarding the exact entity (person, or persons) being 

attacked, as well as the specific area in which the attack will occur. It is unlikely that 

specific enemy units will be identified by the autonomous weapon, and thus, it can be said 

that this generalised method of identifying and targeting enemy units implies that there is 

no intention for a specific attack. Another important point to note is that, in the event that 

the autonomous weapon encounters enemy units which match the description laid down in 

                                                           
236 Ethics and Autonomous Weapon Systems: An Ethical Basis for Human Control?  

237 Ethics and Autonomous Weapon Systems: An Ethical Basis for Human Control?  
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its system, it will definitely launch an attack. A human operator, even upon encountering 

enemy units, would have time to consider. 238 

 

 

Campaign to Stop Killer Robots 

In October 2012, a group of non-governmental organisations called for a pre-emptive ban 

on autonomous weapons, specifically lethal autonomous weapon systems (LAWS) in a bid 

to retain meaningful human control over firearms.239 This was the Campaign to Stop Killer 

Robots, a global coalition with a presence across 76 organisations in 32 countries. They 

have been urging the United Nations to implement a legally binding treaty outlawing the 

development and use of autonomous weapons by the end of 2019. So far, the Campaign 

has managed to garner the interest of 26 countries, including China, who has voiced their 

approval for a ban on the usage of these weapons, and Russia, who agreed to a non-

binding ban agreement. It must be noted that China is currently developing autonomous 

weapons.  

The list of NGOs include the following groups: Amnesty International, Handicap 

International, Human Rights Watch, International Committee for Robot Arms Control, 

                                                           
238 Autonomous Weapons and Human Control." Humanitarian Law and Policy. October 25, 2018. https://blogs.icrc.org/law-and-
policy/2018/07/18/autonomous-weapons-and-human-control/. 

239 "Killer Robots." Campaign to Stop Killer Robots. https://www.stopkillerrobots.org/. 
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International Peace Bureau, Nobel Women's Initiative, Pax Christi International, Pugwash 

Conferences on Science and World Affairs and the Women's International League for 

Peace and Freedom. 240 

 

 

Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCCW) meeting on Autonomous Weapons 

In 2018, the CCCW expressed its concern regarding the extensive use and deployment of 

autonomous weapons, feeling that such technology, especially unregulated, could 

drastically alter the battlefield in several aspects.241 Without human intervention, 

autonomous weapons would be able to make critical, life-threatening decisions on the 

battlefield. Such actions had the potential to violate several International Humanitarian 

Laws, and cause unprecedented international crises. The same issue had also been 

discussed in 2014 and 2017, where a Group of Government Experts (GGE) talked about 

the legal implications of autonomous weapons with regards to international humanitarian 

law, especially accountability and responsibility. So far, there have been no agreements 

regarding the definition of the concept of autonomy, or autonomous weapons. 242 

                                                           
240 Statement by the Campaign to Stop Killer Robots to the Convention on Conventional Weapons, Geneva." Human Rights Watch. November 
22, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/11/22/statement-campaign-stop-killer-robots-convention-conventional-weapons-geneva. 

241 Statement by the Campaign to Stop Killer Robots to the Convention on Conventional Weapons, Geneva." Human Rights Watch. November 
22, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/11/22/statement-campaign-stop-killer-robots-convention-conventional-weapons-geneva. 

242 "UN: Decisive Action Needed to Ban Killer Robots - before It's Too Late." Amnesty.org. August 27, 2018. 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/08/un-decisive-action-needed-to-ban-killer-robots-before-its-too-late/. 
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Most member states did not want to disclose information regarding their weapon-

developing capabilities, and  discussions about autonomous weapons were limited to 

actions undertaken by state actors. Misuse of autonomous weapons by non-state actors 

were out of the scope of discussions, as was the usage of autonomous weapons in non-

combat or peacetime situations. Five countries, namely USA, UK, France, Russia and Israel 

were completely against the notion of entertaining any further discussions on international 

laws regarding autonomous weapons. On the other hand, as of 2014 only five countries,  

namely -- Cuba, Ecuador, the Vatican, Egypt and Pakistan agreed to the idea of a 

preemptive ban on fully autonomous weapons.243 

 

Arguments for autonomous weapons: 

On the opposite side of the fence are people, entities and policymakers who believe that 

there is much to be gained from the continued development of autonomous weapons. As 

far as performance is concerned, autonomous weapons would be superior to humans in 

terms of precision, reliability and ability. The argument for autonomous weapons is made 

along the lines of military benefits and moral rationale. From a  military standpoint, 

autonomous weapons cut down the number of human soldiers on the battlefield, effectively 

preserving lives and reducing soldier casualties for the armies using such weapons as well 
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as access areas which are usually difficult for human forces to penetrate.244 They are also 

more cost-efficient as compared to human forces.  

Autonomous weapons are also effective in doing “dull, dirty or dangerous” tasks, 

such as work which involves dealing with materials which pose a health hazard to humans 

(radioactive substances). 245 Lethal autonomous robots, for instance, have the ability to 

launch attacks with greater speed and accuracy as compared to human forces.  

Autonomous aerial weapon systems with robot pilots are superior to human pilots, 

as they do not get exhausted from the stress of maneuvering such complex machines, and 

are better equipped to take on enemy aircraft systems.  

From a moral standpoint, there are those of the belief that autonomous weapons 

are morally as well as ethically preferable to human soldiers, as long as they were not 

programmed with a “self-preservation instinct”. 246 When autonomous weapons make 

decisions with regards to engaging their target, they would not be subject to human 

emotions which might hamper decision-making such as fear. 247 

It is also believed that autonomous weapons would be more likely to provide reports 

about legal and ethical breaches committed, as compared to humans who might try to 

                                                           
244 Ethics and Autonomous Weapon Systems: An Ethical Basis for Human Control? doi:10.1163/2210-7975_hrd-9919-2016005. 

245 Bachman, Justin. "The U.S. Army Is Turning to Robot Soldiers." Bloomberg.com. May 18, 2018. 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-05-18/the-u-s-army-is-turning-to-robot-soldiers. 

246 Press, Michael. Of Robots and Rules: Autonomous Weapon Systems in the Law of Armed Conflict. Georgetown.edu. 

247 "Autonomous Weapons Are a Game-changer." The Economist. January 25, 2018. https://www.economist.com/special-
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cover up their mistakes. Autonomous weapons would also be less likely to embark upon a 

rampage and commit crimes, as compared to human soldiers responsible for committing 

numerous incidences of murder, sexual assault and other atrocities. 248 

 

Artificial Intelligence Arms Race 

The autonomous weapon is a clean breakthrough into modern warfare, and since states are 

insecure when it comes to security, there is a possibility of an AI arms race breaking out. 

Countries with the necessary capabilities and resources at their disposal will continue to 

develop and produce weapons utilising cutting-edge technology. It has also been predicted 

that an AI arms race is much more likely to develop than a nuclear one, given that artificial 

intelligence is comparatively easier and cheaper to develop. This would incentivise more 

states to compete in order to gain a technological upper hand over others. 249 

Recently, both multinational companies and nations have been treated artificial 

intelligence as a “strategic priority”, leveraging AI-powered emerging technologies for usage 

in multiple sectors such as the military and economy. 250 
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249 "The AI Arms Race." Financial Times. June 19, 2018. https://www.ft.com/content/21eb5996-89a3-11e8-bf9e-8771d5404543. 
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 102 

UNSC 
 

 
 

Possible Solutions 

Creation of a set of international guidelines detailing rules of armed conflict when 

autonomous weapons are involved: 

Autonomous weapons are gradually being used more frequently by member states, 

especially when it comes to carrying out military operations. Drones have been used 

extensively by several countries, and this is likely to be the case for future military campaigns. 

Creating an extensive guide detailing what types of autonomous weapons can be allowed on 

the battlefield, identifying the person(s) responsible for giving commands or prompts to the 

machines as well as specifying designated areas where machines can engage in skirmishes 

with each other would be useful for all nations leveraging these types of weapons. Ideally, 

these guidelines should take up the form of a Resolution so as to be legally binding.  

 

Formulating an international standard for member nations who are currently developing 

and producing autonomous weapons: 

By doing so, the international community gets to ensure that autonomous weapons being 

developed are not lethal and downright dangerous to civilian humans. Creating weapons 

which adhere to humanitarian laws and ethical frameworks, so as to not defy the principles 

of just war should be the way forward. Therefore, compliance and cooperation from the 

international community, especially for those engaging in military conflicts, is necessary in 

upholding the just war principles. 
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Questions A Resolution Must Answer 

1. How can states arrive at an agreement regarding the usage of autonomous 

weapons in a way that satisfies the requirements of international humanitarian 

law and its many frameworks, as discussed in this study guide? Who would be 

held responsible for breaches in legal and ethical considerations caused by 

autonomous weapons? 

2. How can states ensure that human control is retained over autonomous weapons? 

And once this control is exerted over these weapons, what level of involvement 

can be expected of the humans interacting with the machines on the daily basis 

(military staff, programmars)?  

3. There have been previous attempts at creating regulations focussed on 

autonomous weapons. How can member states arrive at a compromise and 

placate those countries which are actively conducting research and development 

into autonomous weapons, and those who believe in a complete, permanent ban 

on such technology?  

4. What measures can be taken to ensure that those states actively conducting 

research and development into autonomous weapons do not perpetuate an arms 

race? 

5. How can states work to prevent that autonomous weapons do not fall into the 

hands of non-state actors (rebel factions, militia members, terrorists)?  
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Conclusion 

Autonomous weapons, despite being a topic still in an early stage of development, has 

gathered much attention from the international community. Humanitarian groups, scientists 

and members of the public have all expressed their reservations at allowing research and 

development efforts into autonomous weapons to reach its fullest potential -- out of the 

fear that those efforts might lead to an arms race with disastrous consequences for all 

involved.  

On the other hand, countries want to delve more into this new technology in the 

hopes of developing weapons which are more precise, efficient and advanced.  

States must find a way to maintain the welfare of its civilian populace and protect 

them from harm, while also ensuring that its continued efforts into developing autonomous 

weapons must be in line with humanitarian frameworks. 
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