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General Rules and Regulations 
 

Preamble 
 
Language  
 
English will be the official working language of the conference. No other language 
will be accepted for speeches and paperwork, which also includes notepaper 
passed within the committee.  
 
Translation services will not be provided at this conference.  
 
Conduct  
 
All delegates are expected to be courteous and respectful to the Executive 
Committee, the Committee heads and the other delegates. The Executive 
Committee will not tolerate any disrespect, slander or any other act which may be 
inflammatory to the others. The Executive Committee reserves the right to 
disqualify any participant who is found to be in violation of this policy.  
 
Delegates are to treat their council rooms with respect, and are to clean up after 
themselves. The USG reserves the right to hold back delegates for failing to clean 
up their council room. 
 
Delegates are expected to face their placards to the dais at all times.  
 
Attire 
 
All delegates are expected to be attired in formal business attire at all times, 
unless otherwise instructed.  
 
Equity 
 
All clauses in the ROP act in tandem with the Equity Policy of NTUMUN 
2019. 
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Section 1. Interpretation 
 
The Under-Secretary-General (Academics) has the sole authority to interpret 
the Rules of Procedure. The USG (Academics) authorises his Chairpersons, 
Academics Directors, Provosts, and any other individuals deem competent by 
the USG (Academics) to interpret the Rules of Procedure. Hereafter, these 
individuals are known as ‘The Authorised Authority’. 
 
The Authorised Authority and the USG (Academics) reserve the right to 
reinterpret, suspend or alter rules of procedure at any given time. Moreover, 
all clauses can be overruled at any time by the Authorised Authority and the 
USG (Academics). All sections are subject to interpretation by the USG 
(Academics).  
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Section 2. Restrictions 
 
Any participant who is found to be in possession of any of the following items will 
be immediately disqualified and banned from the conference:  
 
· Alcohol  
· Drugs  
· Tobacco products  
· Weapons  
 
Any act of theft or vandalism will be immediately reported to the police.  
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Section 3. Rules of Procedure 
 

1. Quorum  
 
A quorum is set when at least one third of the members of the General 
Assembly or Committee are present. It does not require a roll call and will 
be assumed to be existent.  

a. The USG (Academics) reserves the right to continue the session 
without quorum. 

 
2. Roll Call  

 
Chairs will call for delegates to indicate their presence in the form of a roll 
call. All delegates may indicate if they are ‘Present’ or ‘Present and Voting’. 
Please note that member states who indicate they are ‘Present and Voting’ 
are not allowed to abstain when voting on a resolution. Observer states are 
only allowed to indicate their presence with ‘Present’.  
 

3. Agenda  
 
The committee may deliberate on establishing of the agenda in order to 
open the debate. By setting the agenda, it determines the sequence in which 
the issues will be debated on in the committee. Only a single motion will be 
entertained. This motion requires a seconder, and if there are objections a 
simple majority.  

 
4. Opening the General Speakers’ List  

 
Once a motion has be made to topic first on the agenda. Delegates may only 
propose those topics listed beforehand in the study guide. The GSL shall be 
opened by a motion. This motion requires a seconder, and if there are 
objections a simple majority. 
 

5. Closing the Debate  
 
A delegate may move to close the debate when the floor is open. In such an 
event, a maximum of two speakers will be allowed to speak against the 
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motion. However, no speaker for the motion will be recognized. A vote of 
two-thirds is required for closure of debate on the agenda.  
 

 
6. Adjourning the debate  

 
Whenever the floor is open, a delegate may move to adjourn the debate if 
they believe that no decision will be reached on a topic and further debate 
is futile. A simple majority is required for the motion to pass. In such an 
event, no further discussion of the topic will happen and no working papers 
will be accepted on the topic. The committee is not allowed to return to the 
topic for the rest of the conference unless there is a successful motion to 
reconsider the issue.  

 
7. Speakers’ Lists  

 
Delegates wishing to be added to the List can do so when asked by the 
Dais by raising your placards, or may also do so at a later point of time, 
by writing to the Dais.  

 
8. General Speakers’ List (GSL) 

 
The Opening Speech lasts 90 seconds (or a time the Authorised Authority 
and the USG deems appropriate) and is the first speech you give to the 
committee. All delegates will be automatically placed on the Speaker’s List. 
 
Recalling Section 1, the GSL may be called in any order seemed 
appropriate by the Authorised Authority. 
 
Following Opening Speeches, the GSL will continue. Delegates are expected 
to be added only when the Authorised Authority calls for additional 
speakers. 
 
Delegates are expected to speak in third person at all times. 
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9. Yields 
 
Yielding is when a delegate shifts time allocated to speech, and includes 
the following: 

 
 
 Yielding to Chair 
  

All delegates are required to yield to the chairperson at the end of 
their speech in the General Speaker’s List, or during open debate on 
the resolution. 
 
Yielding to Points of Information 
 
Delegates are allowed to yield their remaining time to points of 
information, provided the Chairperson deems it relevant and value-
add to debate. Delegates raising a Point of Information must wait to 
be recognised and must phrase their Points of Information as a 
question. The Chair will determine the number of Points of 
Information to be raised. The delegate must yield to the chair 
after answering the last POI. 
 
Yielding to Delegate 
 
Delegates may yield the remaining time to another delegate. While a 
delegate may reject this request, the Chair reserves the right to 
compel the delegate to speak. 

 
10. Points and Rights  

 
Points of Personal Privilege  
 
This point could be used when a delegate’s ability to take part in the ongoing 
proceedings is impaired. The discomfort experienced by the delegate may 
then be corrected. Such a point may interrupt the ongoing discussion and 
therefore should be used with utmost discretion.  
 
Point of Order  
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The delegate may request a Point of Order when they feel that the 
Chairperson and / or Authorised Authority has committed a misstep. The 
Authorised Authority and / or Chairperson reserves the right to halt Points 
of Order. 

 
 
Point of Parliamentary Enquiry  
 
A delegate may raise a Point of Parliamentary Enquiry any time the floor is 
open, with the exception being when speeches are made, to clarify a 
technical point regarding the Rules of Procedure. The Authorised Authority 
and / or Chairperson reserves the right to halt Points of Parliamentary 
Enquiry. 
 
Right To Reply  
 
A delegate whose personal or national integrity has been infringed by 
another delegate may, at the end of the latter’s speech, request a Right To 
Reply. The Chair shall then decide upon the request immediately.  
 
If the Right To Reply is granted, the wronged delegate may immediately 
speak for a time deemed appropriate by the Chairperson and / or Authorised 
Authority. 
 
 

11. Motions  
 
Moderated Caucus  
 
A moderated caucus helps in facilitating discussions about a specific sub 
topic, in order to hear multiple nations’ opinion on that topic. A moderated 
caucus can be called only when the chair asks for any points or motions.  
 
When a delegate raises a motion for a moderated caucus, they must specify 
the purpose of the moderated caucus, its total duration and the duration of 
each speaker’s speaking time. Delegates can only raise it when the Chair 
requests for points of motions. The motion requires a simple majority. 
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There is no yielding in a moderated caucus. 
  
Unmoderated Caucus  

 
An unmoderated caucus is utilized for informal debate. In this period of time, 
delegates are free to have discussions with other delegates. The main 
purpose of the unmoderated caucus is for the delegates to collaborate with 
one another to write resolutions.  
 
An unmoderated caucus can be called for when the chair asks for any points 
or motions.  
 
Delegates may raise a motion to extend an unmoderated caucus, the 
Chairperson will call for a simple voice vote by the council. For more 
information see article 13. 
 
When a delegate raises a motion for an unmoderated caucus, he or she must 
specify the total duration of the caucus. Upon the unmoderated caucus 
elapsing, the delegate would have to give a brief summary in no more than 
30 seconds (or whenever deemed appropriate) of what has happened over 
the course of the unmoderated caucus.  
 
The Chairperson and or Authorised Authority may suspend an Unmoderated 
Caucus at any given time. Delegates can only raise it when the Chair 
requests for points of motions. The motion requires a simple majority. 
 

 
Working Papers 
 
Delegates may introduce working papers to the council. There is no set 
format, but these working papers must be relevant to proceedings. The 
Chairperson reserves the right to toss out a working paper.  
 
Delegates may not refer to a working paper as a resolution or draft 
resolution. 
 
The vote to introduce a working paper is a procedural vote. 
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12. Voting  
 

There are two forms of voting at NTUMUN: Procedural and Substantive. 
 
Procedural votes are done with regard to motions proposed to the council. 
The Chairperson will call the motion, and ask for either seconds or 
objections.  
 
Delegates cannot abstain for procedural votes. 
 
Substantive voting refers to questions regarding resolutions, or unfriendly 
amendments. All delegates are expected to vote either: yes, no, or abstain. 
The Chairperson may allow delegates to vote: yes, with rights or no, with 
rights. However, this is not a guaranteed right to delegates. Please note that 
delegates who indicated ‘present and voting’ may not abstain from voting. 
 
Unless otherwise stated, all members are granted one vote in the 
committee. 
 
In the United Nations Security Council, the Permanent 5 countries 
reserve the right to veto any resolution (this does not apply to 
amendments).  

 
Dividing the House 
 
Delegates may only divide the house after the chairperson calls the results 
of the vote, and if the number of delegates abstaining provide the 
opportunity for the resolution to pass. Delegates are reminded to refer to 
Section 1, chairpersons and authorised authorities are allowed to strike 
down a motion to divide the house. 
 
Roll-Call Vote 
 
A roll-call vote is when the chairperson has difficulty in tabulating the yeses, 
noes, and abstentions, and thus may call the council to affirm their vote 
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individually or as a group. Delegates, when called upon, must announce only 
yes, no, or abstain (provided they did not indicate present and voting).  

 
Divide the Question 
 
A motion to divide the question is a procedural vote. The Chairperson, in 
accordance with section 1, reserves the right to strike this motion down. If 
pass, the committee will vote on every clause of the resolution. If more 
than 50% of the clauses of the resolution are struck off from the 
resolution, the resolution fails. 

 
13. Resolutions 

 
Delegates may submit resolutions at NTUMUN 2019. These resolutions 
must be submitted to the Dais for approval. They can only be introduce 
after the dais has indicated the resolution is ready for introduction. 
 
Delegates are reminded of the Equity Policy at NTUMUN 2019: 
 
“Pursuant to Nanyang Technological University’s Academic Integrity 
Policy, plagiarism is defined as: 
 
"Plagiarism is ‘to use or pass off as one’s own, writings or ideas of 
another, without acknowledging or crediting the source from which the 
ideas are taken’. This includes: 
 
The use of words, images, diagrams, graphs or ideas derived from 
books, journals, magazines, visual media, and the internet without 
proper acknowledgement; 
Copying of work from the internet or any other sources and presenting 
as one’s own; and 
Submitting the same piece of work for different courses or to different 
journals and publications.” 
 
Additionally, plagiarism is defined as intention, conspiracy, action, 
transmission of a document or documents with a plagiarised content 
submitted before or during NTUMUN 2019. 
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Copying of any statement, clause, or paragraph without any citation or 
reference communicated in the same document.  
 
Conspiracy to commit plagiarism. 
 
In addition, delegates are liable to reprimand for failure to report 
knowledge of participants committing plagiarism. 
 
The reprimand for plagiarism during the conference may include but is 
not limited to: expulsion from the Conference, a Written Statement 
issued to Representatives of the Delegation, disqualification from 
awards, verbal reprimand from the Provosts.” 
 
A motion to introduce a resolution is a procedural vote. 
 
Delegates may only debate on one resolution at a time, unless otherwise 
stated by the Chairperson. 
 
All resolutions require: one main sponsor, at most 2 co-sponsors, in addition, 
there is a need for at least 1/3 of the quorum to sign the resolutions 
(inclusive of those who sponsor it). 
 
All resolutions must be formatted as per annex 1. 
 
The flow of the debate on a resolution is as follows: 
 
a. Introduction and reading of operative clause 
b. Time for Main Sponsor to speak (decided by the Chairperson) 
c. Time for speakers for / against the resolution (number decided by the 

Chairperson) 
d. General Debate on the resolution 
e. Motion to move into direct voting procedure on the resolution 

 
The doors of the council room must be locked during the period of voting. 
Note passing is suspended. 
 
Delegates can only pass one resolution per topic. If a resolution fails, 
delegates may introduce a new resolution. 
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Friendly and Unfriendly Amendments  
 
Delegates may introduce friendly and unfriendly amendments. 
 
This must be submitted to the chairperson before being introduced. 
Delegates are reminded of section 1, which allows the authorised authority 
and / or chairpersons to throw out amendments or move into direct voting 
procedures. Delegates are not assured that their amendment will be put to 
the committee. 
 
Delegates can only introduce their amendments when the chair calls for 
any questions or resolutions 
 
In the interest of time, chairpersons may call upon the main-sponsors and 
the co-sponsors, to vote if they’re willing to accept the unfriendly 
amendment. If it passes, the amendment becomes a friendly amendment.  
 
If it fails, the unfriendly amendment is put to the committee. The 
chairperson will call upon for speakers for / against, if there are no 
delegates willing to speak for the amendment it is considered failed. This 
does not apply if no delegate wishes to speak against the amendment. 
 
The procedure for voting on an unfriendly amendment is a substantive 
vote. 
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ANNEX 1 Format of a Resolution (note to design please do not change 
text here on out) 
 
The resolution must be: 

 

• Times New Roman 

• Font size 12 

• Double spaced 

 

Draft Resolution [X] 

 

[COUNCIL] 

 

MAIN SPONSOR:  

CO – SPONSOR: 

SIGNATOURIES: 

PREAMBLE: 

Recalling … 

Understanding … 

Affirming … 

Bearing in mind … 

Deeply concerned by … 

Recognizing … 
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Alarmed by … 

Acknowledging … 

 

HEREBY, 

1. RECOMMENDS, that the council … considers the following states: 

a. Jamaica 

b. Netherlands; 

2. FURTHER RECOMMENDS, that the council … suspend relations, 

a. Considering that these states … have been found in violation of the agreement; 

3. URGES non-governmental organizations to facilitate … to rural populations, but not 

limited to: 

a. These NGOs will … not affect the supply 

b. And will facilitate … sanitation; 

4. AUTHORIZES the utilization in the short term… if needed;  

5. REQUESTS that the following framework … developed countries; 

6. IMPLORES the government to … weapons; 

7. CALLS FOR the legalization of … currently in; 

8. DEMANDS the government of DPRK and RoK to comply with … incident; 

9. REITERATES USA to return … without preconditions; 

10.  DECIDES to remain actively seized on the matter. 

Notes: 

• Only UNSC resolutions end with “actively seizing on the matter” 

(clause 10) 
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• Only UNSC resolutions are allowed to use legally binding clauses 

(clause 8 and 9)  
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Examples of Preambulatory Phrases 

Affirming Expecting Keeping in mind 

Alarmed by Expressing its 

appreciation 

Noting with regret 

Approving Expressing its 

satisfaction 

Noting with deep concern 

Aware of Fulfilling Noting with satisfaction 

Bearing in mind Fully alarmed Noting further 

Believing Fully aware Noting with approval 

Confident Fully believing Observing 

Contemplating Further deploring Reaffirming 

Convinced Further recalling Realizing 

Declaring Guided by Recalling 

Deeply concerned Having adopted Recognizing 

Deeply conscious Having considered Referring 

Deeply convinced Having considered 

further 

Seeking 

Deeply disturbed Having devoted attention Taking into account 

Deeply regretting Having examined Taking into consideration 

Desiring Having heard Taking note 

Emphasizing Having received Viewing with appreciation 

 Having studied Welcoming 
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Examples of Operative Phrases 

Accepts Draws the attention Proclaims 

Affirms Emphasizes Reaffirms 

Approves Encourages Recommends 

Authorizes Endorses Regrets 

Calls Expresses its appreciation Reminds 

Calls upon Expresses its hope Requests 

Condemns Further invites Solemnly affirms 

Confirms Further proclaims Strongly condemns 

Congratulates Further reminds Supports 

Considers Further recommends Takes note of 

Declares accordingly Further requests Transmits 

Deplores Further resolves Trusts 

Designates Notes  
 

Disclaimer 

The following ROP was crafted by Mr Christopher Burchell-Davies, and permission is required to re-produce or re-use this work. 
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